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Index Pages to the Griffith's Printed [Tenement] Valuation 1858/59 for the 
County of Londonderry 

In order to find a particular townland in the Griffith's Valuation Books of 1858/59 you will probably have to use 
the index at the beginning of each book. The books are organised by Poor Law Union. 

Note that the Ballymoney Union [Co. Antrim] crossed the county boundary to include the parish of Kilrea and 
parts of the parishes of Aghadowey, Desertoghill and Tamlaght O'Crilly.  

The Coleraine Union crossed the Co. Antrim boundary to include parts of the parishes of Ballyrashane, 
Ballywillin, Billy and Dunluce.  

After the County Council Act of 1898 the townlands under the Ballymoney Union in Co. Londonderry were 
allocated to Coleraine Union and those of the Coleraine Union in Co. Antrim were given to Ballymoney Union.  

Unfortunately the layout of the indexes for each union is not always the same. The reason for these differences is 
not entirely clear.  

• The Unions of Coleraine and Magherafelt have a similar layout in that the indexes are organised, 
alphabetically, by barony, parish and townland. As well as providing the page numbers of each townland 
these two indexes will give the Electoral Division [DED] of each townland and the numbers of the OS 
Map sheets which cover individual townlands.   

• Ballymoney and Newtownlimavady Unions, list the townlands only by barony and parish and do not give 
any details of DEDs or OS sheet numbers. Note, however, that the OS sheet numbers are given against 
each townland in the pages within the valuation book. 

• Londondonderry Union, also, does not give any details of OS sheet numbers and the townlands here are 
listed, alphabetically, by DED only. Again,  the OS sheet numbers are given against each townland in the 
pages within the valuation book. 

The actual pages within each Union book, which provide the details on each townland, are organised by barony 
and parish. However the parishes are not always listed alphabetically within the book and the townlands within 
each parish tend to be organised on a geographical [DED] basis. This can make it difficult to find a townland by 
simply browsing through the pages of a book. There is a logic to the order within each book but, unless you are 
very familiar with a locality, it is often difficult to comprehend that order - hence the value of the index. 

The indexes for all of the Poor Law Unions within the county have been reproduced in the following pages. 
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