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Using the Griffith's Revision Books & accompanying Maps 
Townland of Moyletra Toy, The Grove, DED, Co. L/Derry. 

This example arose out of a question regarding the whereabouts of an individual called Robert Pollock who was listed in the  1901 
Census living in the townland of Moyletra Toy [near Garvagh] in a house numbered 8 in the census as shown in the two 
screenshots below. Note that this paper was written in 1913 before the Griffith’s Revision books came online. Now you can search 
online for the revision pages yourself. If you have problems reading the census screenshots, you can access, directly, the 1901 and 
1911 Census material. 
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Form A shows that  Robert Pollock was a widower in 1901 living with his daughter and two sons, one of whom was married with 
children. The family lived in the house numbered 8 in the census as shown on Form B1. The first question I wanted to answer was 
- where, exactly, did he live in Moyletra Toy in 1901? I had already searched the c.1860 Griffith’s [Tenement] Valuation] and he 
was not listed there. So the second question was - when did he arrive in the townland and was it to the same place where he lived 
in 1901? To answer these questions I had to search the Griffith’s Revision Books. 

When I first produced this example the Revision Books were not online so I used the PRONI  eCatalogue which meant that I had 
to find out the DED in which Moyletra Toy was located. It was in the Grove DED in the Poor Law Union of Ballymoney 
[Coleraine after 1898]. The eCatalogue found four books VAL/12/B/29/1A-D covering the period 1864-1929 -  VAL/12/B/29/1A 
[1864-1865] - VAL/12/B/29/1B [1886-1869] - VAL/12/B/29/1C [1898-1910] - VAL/12/B/29/1D [1911-1929]. Now I would 
simply use online option and do a Placename Search for the townland of Moyletra Toy – if necessary, see separate paper for 
further guidance on the search process. What follows are copies of some pages from some of these books.  In order to read these 
pages you may have to set the PDF window at 143% or even higher.  

The first page you will see is page 29 from the [1864-1885] book [VAL/12/B/1A]. It shows a Robert Pollock arriving in the 
townland around 1882. He takes over a house and land that appears to have been occupied by a William Lamon up until 1871. 
Lamon’s holding was number 19 and he was living there at the time of the original Griffith’s Valuation c.1860. Lamon was 
replaced by James Church who was the landlord of the townland. We do not know, therefore, who was actually living in the house 
between 1871 and 1882. Note that the date and Robert Pollock’s name were entered in a purple red colour as were all dates in the 
book that were entered in 1882. If you look carefully, it is difficult to distinguish between the colour used for 1871 and that used 
for 1882. This not an uncommon problem in the Griffith’s Revision Books. 

 

Robert Pollock is listed in the 1901 Census living on this holding with his sons John and William and a daughter Margaret. 
William was married to a Nancy Faulkner and they had seven children living with them. There was also an eighth child who was 
listed in his grandfather William J. Falconer’s house.  

Page 46 [on the next page] from the [1898-1910] book [VAL/12/B/29/1C], shows William Pollock replaced his father Robert  in 
holding No. 19. The date of the change from Robert to William was 1910. I know that Robert Pollock died in 1909. Note that the 
date is written in the slightly darker shade of blue on the right of the page. The lighter shade of blue refers to the “In fee” change 
in 1907. This was as a result of the buying out of the farm under the Land Purchase Act – hence the LAP stamp. Light blue is also 
used to record the arrival of the Aghadowey Creamery in 1902 and purple is used to record the Grove Orange Hall in 1908. With 
time, as these colours fade, it will be difficult to distinguish between the dates and the changes. Incidentally, the dates of the 
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changes are approximate. I suspect that in many cases the actual date of the change was probably earlier. These dates signify the 
times when a valuer visited a townland; not, necessarily, the date when an event occurred. 

 

Page 56 below [VAL/12/B/29/1D] covering the years 1911-1929 shows William Pollock's name stroked out in 1912 against farm 
No. 19 and the new name of Robert Falkiner inserted. Robert Falkiner was William’s brother-in-law.  
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Page 56 on the next page [VAL/12/B/29/1D] covering the years 1911-1929, shows that William Pollock had moved to another farm 
in the townland No. 27b in Barnagaw. Barnagaw was a local unofficial place-name for the southern end of Moyletra Toy. 
However, the 1911 Census clearly shows William Pollock and his family still living in No. 19. The 1911 Census was taken at the 
beginning of April. This means that the change must have occurred later in that year. 

 

Clearly, all of this would make more sense if we looked at a map. You can use the valuation maps [powered by Google] at the 
askaboutireland.ie website. These maps are very clear and you will be able to zoom in on settlements. However, there is only one 
map on the askaboutireland website. All of the townland of Moyletra Toy is covered by sheet 26 for Co. Londonderry. The 
PRONI ref. for this particular sheet is VAL/12/D/5/ 26.  A search of the PRONI eCatalogue produced the result shown below. 

 

There are ten maps here covering the years 1858-c.1915. It is not really necessary to match the dates of the maps exactly with the 
dates of the books, except, in the odd case, where there were substantial changes in the numbering of holdings. Unfortunately 
sheet 26 covers an area that is divided between two different Poor Law Unions. The townlands in the southern part of the map are 
in the Poor Law Union of Magherafelt and those in the northern part are in Ballymoney Poor Law Union [which after 1898 was 
transferred to Coleraine Poor Law Union].  

It is necessary, therefore, to choose the maps showing the correct Poor Law Union for Moyletra Toy i.e. either Ballymoney or 
Coleraine. For example, we definitely do not want sheet 26D since it concentrates on Magherafelt Poor Law Union. I chose 26C 
which is the map shown on the next page. To be honest, at times making a choice can be difficult so it best to order a number of 
maps around the date that you want and you will usually find one that is suitable.The PRONI: VAL/12/D/5/26C [1858-1881] map 
is shown on the next page.  I have marked No. 19 on this map.  

So now we see that in order to locate someone within a townland in 1901 it is necessary to match the census number [in this case 
No. 8] with the corresponding Griffith’s Valuation number [No 19].  
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By 1911 Robert’s son, William, was still living in No. 19 [No.  11 in the 1911 Census]. I know this from his position in the 1911 
Form B1. He then moved in 1912 to another location in the townland and No. 19 was occupied by his brother-in-law, Robert 
Falkiner. 

   
PRONI: VAL/12/D/5/26C [1858-1881] 
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This example demonstrates the key role that the Griffith’s Revision Books play in the process of matching census and Griffith’s 
Valuation numbers within townlands as well as “ mapping” the changes that took place in a townland from the 1860s to the early 
years of the twentieth century and beyond to the 1920s and 30s. 

Copyright 2013 W. Macafee. 


