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The Family of John Mullan living in Ballymacallion, Dungiven in 1901 

This particular case study deals with the family of John Mullan  who was living in the townland of 
Ballymacallion, near Dungiven in 1901. My thanks to Roisin and Sean Mullan  and Padraig Rafferty of 
Ballymacallion for helping me with this particular study. The map below shows the location of the townland and 
the wider district of which it was a part. 

 

The 1901 Census [Gelvin DED] [PRONI: MIC354/5/13] 

The Census shows that were two Mullan households in the townland in 1901. House No. 11 in the census was 
occupied by Bridget Mullan who was 80 years of age. This lady was in fact the mother of John Mullan who was 
head of the other household, No. 3.  

House 
No. in 
Census 

Forename Surname Relationship Religion Education Age Sex Profession Marriage Where 
Born 

 11  Bridget Mullan Head of 
family 

Roman 
Catholic 

Read only 80 F   Widow Co. 
Derry 

House 
No. in 
Census 

Forename Surname Relationship Religion Education Age Sex Profession Marriage Where 
Born 

3 John Mullan Head of 
family 

Roman 
Catholic 

Read & 
write 

58 M Farmer, 
Pub. 

Married Co. 
Derry 

3 Nancy Mullan Wife Roman 
Catholic 

Read only 57 F   Married Co. 
Derry 

3 Hugh Mullan Son Roman 
Catholic 

Read & 
write 

24 M Farmer Not 
married 

Co. 
Derry 

3 Johnny Mullan Son Roman 
Catholic 

Read & 
write 

20 M Farmer Not 
married 

Co. 
Derry 

3 Dan Mullan Son Roman 
Catholic 

Read & 
write 

18 M Farmer Not 
married 

Co. 
Derry 

3 Hugh O'Hagan Visitor Roman 
Catholic 

Read & 
write 

10 M Scholar Not 
married 

Co. 
Derry 

3 John Mulholland Servant Roman 
Catholic 

Read & 
write 

17 M Farm 
Servant 

Not 
married 

Co. 
Derry 

3 Maryann Higgins Servant Roman 
Catholic 

Read & 
write 

17 F General 
Servant 

Not 
married 

Co. 
Derry 
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The 1911 Census [NAI:  1911 Online Census] shows that the household of Bridget Mullan had gone. Sadly, 
Bridget died a few months after she was recorded in the 1901 Census. The household of the John Mullan in the 
previous page was recorded in the 1911 Census but, as you will see below, only one of the sons, Daniel, was still 
living at home. Hugh and Johnny had married and set up households of their own within Ballymacallion. The 
information contained in their census forms is also shown below. 

House 
No. in 
Census 

Forename Surname Relationship Religion Education Age Sex Profession Marriage Where 
Born 

3 John Mullan Head of 
family 

Roman 
Catholic 

Read & 
write 

73 M Publican 
& Farmer 

Married Co. 
Derry 

3 Nancy Mullan Wife Roman 
Catholic 

Read only 72 F   Married Co. 
Derry 

3 Dan Mullan Son Roman 
Catholic 

Read & 
write 

29 M  Single Co. 
Derry 

3 Mary Ann  McCloskey Niece Roman 
Catholic 

Read & 
write 

17 F  Single Co. 
Derry 

3 Patrick Gillespie Servant Roman 
Catholic 

Read & 
write 

17 M  Single Co. 
Donegal 

Married 42 years – children born alive 7 – 5 still alive in 1911. 

House 
No. in 
Census 

Forename Surname Relationship Religion Education Age Sex Profession Marriage Where 
Born 

2 Hugh Mullan Head of 
family 

Roman 
Catholic 

Read & 
write 

34 M Farmer Married Co. 
Derry 

2 Mary An Mullan Wife Roman 
Catholic 

Read & 
write 

29 F  Married Co. 
Derry 

2 John Mullan Son Roman 
Catholic 

 9 M Scholar Single Co. 
Derry 

2 Hugh Mullan Son Roman 
Catholic 

 5 M Scholar Single Co. 
Derry 

2 Henry Mullan Son Roman 
Catholic 

 4 M Scholar Single Co. 
Derry 

2 Peter Mullan Son Roman 
Catholic 

 2 M  Single Co. 
Derry 

2 Michael Gillespie Boarder Roman 
Catholic 

Read & 
write 

26 M National 
School 
Teacher 

Single Co. 
Donegal 

2 Cornelius Gill Servant Roman 
Catholic 

Read & 
write 

14 M Farm 
Servant 

Single Co. 
Donegal 
 

Married 8 years – 4 children born alive – 4 still alive in 1911. 
 
 

House 
No. in 
Census 

Forename Surname Relationship Religion Education Age Sex Profession Marriage Where 
Born 

6 John Mullan Head of 
family 

Roman 
Catholic 

Read & 
write 

31 M Farmer Married Derry 

6 Bridget Mullan Wife Roman 
Catholic 

Read & 
write 

31 F  Married Derry 

6 John Mullan Son Roman 
Catholic 

Cannot 
read 

5 M  Single Derry 

6 Mary Jane Mullan Daughter Roman 
Catholic 

Cannot 
read 

3 F  Single Derry 

6 Hugh Mullan Son Roman 
Catholic 

Cannot 
read 

1 M  Single Derry 

6 Annie 
Teresa 

Mullan Daughter Roman 
Catholic 

Cannot 
read 

2 
months 

F  Single Derry 

6 Bernard Cassidy Servant Roman 
Catholic 

Read & 
write 

13 M Servant Single  Derry 

Married 6 years – 4 children born alive – 4 still alive in 1911. 
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The 1901 and 1911 Census provide much useful information on the families. In particular it tells us how long a 
marriage was in 1911 and the number of children born alive in that marriage and the number still alive in 1911. 
The ages of the children allow us to estimate the years in which they were born. However, the ages of the John 
and Nancy Mullan differ between the 1901 and 1911 Census. John was 58 in 1901 but by 1911, instead of 68 he 
listed himself as 73. Likewise his wife Nancy was 57 in 1901 and 72 in 1911. It is often said that the Old Age 
Pensions Act of 1908 made older people think more closely regarding their age when filling in the 1911 census 
form. 
 
Below is a family tree which lists John and Nancy Mullan’s children, including Bridget and Margaret, the two 
children who died. It stretches back to a John Mullan who was the grandfather of the John Mullan of the 1901 and 
1911 Census.  
 

 
 
Before I met Roisin and Sean Mullan, I had been 
researching the townland of Ballymacallion as a case 
study of a locality. I had noticed the name Hugh 
Mullan, father of the John Mullan of 1901 and 1911, 
listed in the Griffith’s Tenement Valuation of 1858.  
 
I had also come across his headstone in the graveyard 
of what was once Gortgarn Roman Catholic Church 
just down the road from Ballymacallion.   
 
The photograph of the headstone is shown opposite 
but is very difficult to read.  
 
It tells us that Hugh Mullan died 8th December 1873 
aged 69 years. 
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The Mullans in Ballymacallion 1859 to the early 1900s 
 
Below is a copy of the page from the printed Griffith’s valuation of 1858 and it shows Hugh Mullan occupying a 
house, office [outbuilding] and land of 13 acres, 1 rood and 35 perches.  
 

 
 
The number 8 appears on the map that accompanies this valuation and a copy of that map is shown on the next 
page. 
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PRONI: VAL/2/A/5/25 [1858] 
 
Note that Hugh Mullan’s holding ran from the Gelvin Burn, which was the boundary between Ballymacallion and 
the adjoining townland of Lenamore, down towards the crossroads where there was a school [7a in Griffith’s]. 
 
The Griffith’s Revision Books for Ballymacallion [PRONI: VAL/12/B/31/14A-E] show changes that took place in the 
townland from 1859 to the early 1900s. The table below summarises the changes that relate to the Mullan family.  
 

No. in 
Griffiths 
1859 

Occupier 1859 Description of 
Property 1859 

Valuation of 
Buildings 1859 

Occupier 1859 to early 1900s 

8a Hugh Mullen House, office & 
land 13.1.35. 

£0.75 1873 Reps. Hugh Mullen. 1884 Arthur Mullen. 1890 John 
Mullen - in fee. 

8b  Not there in 1858.  1872 John Mullen. 

5 Joseph Cassidy House, office & 
land 31.3.32. 

£0.75 1878 Reps. Joseph Cassidy. 1883 Robert Browne Kennedy. 
1885 John Mullen. 1911 Hugh Mullen. 

6 Isaac Clyde House, office & 
land 12.1.10. 

£1.00 1863 James Clyde. 1894 Reps. James Clyde. 1895 John 
Mullen. 

13a & b John 
McLoughlin 

House, farm house 
& land 38.0.25. 

£3.00 1879 Reps. John McLoughlin. 1880 James & Patrick 
McLoughlin. 1885 James McLoughlin. 1890 in fee. 1895 Peter 
Conway. 1899 John Mullen. 1911 John Mullen Jun. 
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The table shows that when Hugh Mullan of No. 8 died it looks as if the farm was taken over by an Arthur Mullan. 
In 1872 a new building was created on the holding. This building was located where the modern day Grey Gables 
is situated. The date 1872 links in very much with John’s marriage in 1870. John then appears to have taken over 
all of No. 8 by 1890. What happened to Arthur Mullan? Who was he? 
 
Even before 1890 John Mullan of the 1901 and 1911 Census has begun to expand from his base in No. 8. In 1885 
he took over the adjoining farm No. 5 in Griffith’s. This farm was eventually occupied by his eldest son, Hugh. 
The date given in the Griffith’s Revision book was 1910 but I suspect that he probably moved in after he married 
Ann O’Hagan in 1903. Dates are entered by valuers in the Griffith’s Revision Books during their periodic visits to 
a townland to indicate that a change had taken place since their last visit. This date, however, is not necessarily the 
date when the change actually took place. 
 
Around 1895 John Mullan took over another adjoining farm No. 6 which stretched northwards from No. 8. This is 
the farm, along with No. 8 that he appears to have retained for himself.  
 
The next farm to be acquired in 1899 was No. 13 which had at one time been the McLoughlin farm. This farm 
was later occupied by his son, John, Jun. This is the farm where Roisin Mullan stills lives. There is one field on 
this farm known as the “garden field”. This field lies up a lane from the present house on the farm which is known 
as “Whitehill”. This lane can be seen on the photograph below running up towards the top left-hand corner of the 
photograph.  The next photograph shows the “garden field”. The trees mark the site of the earlier house on this 
farm and the garden lay to the left of the trees. In fact its boundaries can be seen on the 1858 valuation map. 
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Incidentally this farm No. 13 is adjacent to the McCloskey farm No. 12. The family of John McCloskey is the 
subject of another case study in this townland. A John McCloskey married Sarah one of John Mullan’s daughters. 
Interestingly here today we have direct descendants of John McCloskey and John Mullan still living beside each 
other, just as their forebears had done so, a hundred years ago. 
 
As you can see it is relatively easy to “map” the changes and movements of the descendants of Hugh Mullan 
(1804-1873) within the townland of Ballymacallion from 1859 to the early 1900s and connect them to the present-
day inhabitants. I have not continued the story into the later twentieth century because those changes are well 
within living memory. 
 
However, it is a different story when it comes to the period before 1859. 
 
The Mullans in Ballymacallion before 1859 
 
The story here is based on three main sources – the 1831 Census Returns, the 1834 Tithe Applotment Book and 
the 1833 Ordnance survey Map and cannot be as definite as the story from 1859 onwards. 
   
Below is a copy of the first edition of the Ordnance Survey Map. It is dated c.1833 and shows the ditribyution of 
settlements and roads but not field boundaries. I have indicated where I think John Mullan the father of Hugh 
Mullan might have lived in the 1830s.  Below you will find the arguments and evidence behind my tentative 
conclusions.  
 

 
PRONI: OS/6/25/1 
 
 
It is certainly a fact that there was a John Mullan living in the adjacent townland of Lenamore just across the 
Gelvin Burn from where his son Hugh was living in 1859. The 1831 Census Returns for the townland of 
Lenamore, shown on the next page list a John Mullan. 
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PRONI: MIC/5A/6 

  
It is also a fact that there was a John Mullan listed in the Tithe Applotment Book for Ballymacallion and 
Lenamore. In Lenamore a John Mullan & partners were paying tithe on just two and a quarter acres. In 
Ballymacallion the Tithe Book shows that he was paying tithe on just over ninety-five acres. A copy of the actual 
page from the 1834 Tithe Book for Ballymacallion [FIN/5A/133] is shown below. 
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I’m assuming that the John Mullan in the 1831 Census Returns and the John Mullan in the 1834 Tithe Book were 
the same person. I could be wrong. If the two were the same person, then at some time after 1831 John Mullan 
must have moved his dwelling house across the Gelvin Burn. There is a tradition in the family that John Mullan 
had lived in Coolnashanagh which is the part of Lenamore. I have shown the possible location of his house in 
1831. I have included a modern day photograph of the ruins of a house on this site. However, this is not the actual 
house in which John would have lived. This house, as the architecture suggests, was built at the end of the 
nineteenth century by the McNicholls who, by that time, had taken over the farm. 
 

 
 
Because of the lack of good church records for this period, it is impossible to be absolutely sure that my 
conclusions are valid. This is in contrast to the period after 1859 when both church and civil records are available. 
The next section looks at the marriage of John Mullan and Nancy Diamond and the births of their children. 
 
Marriage of John Mullan and Ann [Nancy] Diamond. 

The information in the 1911 Census suggested that the couple were probably married c.1869. To look for details 
of this marriage we could begin by searching the Irish Genealogy: Central Signposting Index. Below are 
screenshots of two searches that I carried out. In the one on the left I searched for a spouse with the first name 
Nancy and drew a blank. I knew from the family that the surname was Diamond so I changed to the search on the 
right and the result is shown on the next page. 
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Clearly the first name Nancy was the name used within the family but not the name on her marriage certificate. 
This problem over “pet” family names can make searching for a person in the civil records frustrating at times.  
 
We could then search the Emerald Ancestors website. I carried out a search and found this and found this: 
 

 

Since I now knew that the marriage took place in Dungiven Roman Catholic Church I checked the database on my 
CD to see if there were extant church records for that date. There are marriage records for the parish available on 
microfilm in PRONI – covering the years 1864-82. These same microfilms are available in Coleraine Library. I 
checked the register and found that John Mullan of Ballymacallion  had married Ann Diamond of Lenamore on 
22nd February 1870. The fathers were Hugh Mullan and Daniel Diamond. 

Obviously, I could have gone straight to the microfilm copy of the church marriage in the first place. I simply 
wanted to demonstrate other possibilities. I could also have obtained a copy of the civil marriage register from 
GRONI or GROI.  Another alternative was a database entry from the Derry ~ Londonderry Genealogy: Marriage 
Records for Co. Derry online database. 

Births of the children of John and Ann [Nancy] Mullan 

The 1911 Census shows that John and Ann [Nancy] Mullan had 7 children born alive and 5 children still living in 
1911.  

Mary Ann , born 1870. 

Bridget, born 1872, died 1881. 

Sarah, born 1874. 

Hugh, born 1876. 

Margaret, born 1878, died 1885. 

John, born 1880. 

Daniel, born 1883. 

There are baptismal registers for Dungiven Parish covering the years 1847-1881, so all of the baptisms, except 
Daniel, can be had from that source. Microfilm copies of these registers can be viewed at PRONI: MIC1D/59 or at 
Coleraine Library. 
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All of these children were born in Ballymacallion. Their births were registered in Dungiven Local Registrar's 
District so there is enough information here to obtain verifications from GRONI in Belfast. 

If you wanted a photocopy of each birth entry in the civil register from either the GROI in Lower Abbey Street, 
Dublin or the GROI at Roscommon, then you would need to search the Ireland, Civil Registration Indexes. 
However, because of the fact that there are so many Mullans in the indexes with first names such as John, Mary 
and Margaret, it is very difficult to identify the correct volume number and page number. I tried it, and gave up. 

Another alternative is to use the Derry ~ Londonderry Genealogy "Birth Records for Co. Derry online database. A 
basic search for any child born to a John Mullan in 1874 +/- 4 years produced 152 matches. Clearly, the search has 
to be narrowed. An additional search box which would allow the use of the mother’s name would have been 
helpful. However, that is not available, so the approach illustrated below has to be adopted.  By selecting 
Dungiven (RD) and typing in Mary in the Firstname box the search is narrowed sufficiently to identify Mary 
Anne, the first child born to John and Sarah Mullan. 

 

You can try the rest of the children for yourself. By the time you get to Hugh you will have to change the date to 
1880.  You should be able to identify all of the 7 children in the database. 
 
Clearly, you can either purchase the database entries or purchase verifications from GRONI, Belfast or look up the 
church records. Remember, however, that you will not find Daniel’s birth in the microfilm copy of the church 
records. He was born 1883 and the extant church records end in 1881 
 
Conclusion 
 
Even for a ubiquitous name like Mullan, tracing marriages and births in the latter part of the nineteenth century is 
relatively easy. A source, such as Hugh Mullan’s headstone, throws some light on the early part of the century 
when church records are so scarce. 
 
For me the most interesting part of this study was trying to locate the family in the early part of the nineteenth 
century.  Again, like church records, the search is limited by lack of sources. 
 


