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The Family of James Lecky living in William Street, Londonderry, 1901 

James Lecky, who was living in William Street in 1901, was married to Ellen Cassidy who was a sister of Denis 
and James Cassidy of William Street. His father and mother were Robert and Catherine Lecky and Ellen’s parents 
were Michael and Margaret Cassidy.  

Robert Lecky was still alive in 1901 and living with James and Ellen in William Street. His wife had died in 1889. 
Both of Ellen’s parents were dead by 1901. I have added some notes on both of these families at the end of this 
paper. 

During my initial research, I was contacted by Patrick Brady who lives in Co. Armagh. Patrick is the great-
grandson of James Lecky and Ellen Cassidy. We then collaborated on the families and my thanks to Patrick for 
sharing his research with me. 

Family of James Lecky and Ellen Cassidy 

1901 Census [Londonderry No. 1 DED (North Ward)] [PRONI: MIC354/5/23] 

Below are details of the various individuals present in the house of James Lecky on the night of the 31st March 
1901 when the Census was taken. There were eight persons, including his wife and four children, his father 
[wrongly listed as his grandfather] and a boarder. The house had 5 front windows and 8 rooms.  

House 
No. in 
Census 

Forename Surname Relationship Religion Education Age Sex Profession Marriage Where 
Born 

39 James Lecky Head of 
Family 

Roman 
Catholic 

Read & 
write 

40 M Cattle Dealer Married Derry 
City 

39 Ellen Lecky Wife Roman 
Catholic 

Read & 
write 

40 F   Married Derry 
City 

39 Catherine Lecky Daughter Roman 
Catholic 

Read & 
write 

18 F School 
Teacher 

Not 
married 

Derry 
City 

39 Michael Lecky Son Roman 
Catholic 

Read & 
write 

17 M Tobacconist's 
Apprentice 

Not 
married 

Derry 
City 

39 Robert J. Lecky Son Roman 
Catholic 

Read & 
write 

15 M Scholar Not 
married 

Derry 
City 

39 James Lecky Son Roman 
Catholic 

Read & 
write 

13 M Scholar Not 
married 

Derry 
City 

39 Robert Lecky Grandfather Roman 
Catholic 

Read & 
write 

70 M Retired Cattle 
Dealer 

Widower Donegal 

39 Jane Boyle Boarder Roman 
Catholic 

Read & 
write 

22 F School 
Teacher 

Not 
married 

Donegal 

The first point to note is that Robert Lecky, aged 70 was listed as James Lecky's grandfather. I know, from other 
evidence, that Robert was James Lecky's father.  I thought at first that the mistake had arisen from the fact that the 
family probably referred to Robert as grandfather and when filling in the form, James forgot to refer to him as his 
father. However, Patrick Brady noticed that, judging by the hand writing on the original form, Michael Lecky, the 
eldest son, had filled in the form and signed his name in the place where the enumerator was supposed to sign. His 
father had also signed the form as head of family. When the enumerator collected the form he stroked out 
Michael's name and added his own, but did not correct the grandfather mistake. 

The fact that Michael filled in the form also led to glaring mistakes in the ages of his parents and his grandfather. 
In all cases he gave them ages much younger than they should have been. 

According to the burial record of his grandfather, Robert, who died on 5th November 1901, he was aged 78 years, 
yet Michael listed him as aged 70 in March 1901. His father and mother were both listed as aged 40. James Lecky 
was baptised in 1853, making him 48 in 1901. We do not have an exact date of baptism for his mother but I would 
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estimate her age in 1901 as 53. This five years gap between the ages of James and Ellen is consistent with the gap 
between their ages in the burial records [75 and 80] and close to the three years gap in the 1911 census [65 and 
68].  If the son Michael underestimated the ages of his parents in 1901, the father James appears to have over-
estimated both his age, and the age of his wife, in 1911.  

I am fairly sure that the ages of the children are reasonably accurate. Michael, being the eldest, should have 
known the ages of his siblings. I do not find it surprising that he had less knowledge of the ages of his elders. In 
the Victorian era it would not have been proper for Michael, aged 17, to ask the age of his elders. In common with 
many age entries in the 1901 Census, ages of older people tend to be rounded down. It is generally agreed that the 
because of the 1908 Pensions Act, the 1911 Census is probably a more accurate document with regard to age. 
However, in 1911 there was the tendency to overestimate, rather than underestimate, the ages of older people. 
Certainly, this appears to have happened in the case of James and Ellen Lecky. 

Where, exactly, did the Lecky family live in William Street and when did they first arrive in the street? 

I know from maps and valuation records that James and his family lived in the upper part of William Street on the 
right-hand side of the street as you look up towards St. Eugene's Cathedral from Waterloo Place. Unfortunately his 
house is no longer there today. William Street, Upper, has undergone complete redevelopment and the part of the 
street where his house would have been is now a large car park. The photograph and the map indicate where his 
house probably was in 1901, and also shows the probable locations of his brother-in-law James Cassidy’s house 
and butcher’s shop at that time.  

 

In fact, I know that his house was about seven buildings up from the junction with Little James Street. I will now 
explain how I found this out. 

I know from birth records of James and Ellen’s children [see below] that the local street number of this house, at 
the time of the Census, was 63. However, as you can see from the census table, this local street number was not 
used by the census enumerator. The number of the house in the census is 39 in the North Ward part of the street. 
William Street was divided between two wards - the North Ward and the West Ward. The entire right-hand side of 
the street lay within the North Ward. The number assigned by the enumerator to each house in the Ward is simply 
the order in which the houses are entered in Form B1 - the House and Building Return - and this order usually 
reflects the route that the enumerator followed as he made his way up and down the street.  
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I found 63 William Street by using the Griffith's Valuation Records. The original Griffith's [Tenement] Valuation 
dates from 1858 when all properties in the street were valued, given a number, and this number then put on a 
street map, thereby showing the exact location of each property within the street. The house which James Lecky 
would occupy in 1901 was numbered 7 in William Street [without] in 1858. A copy of part of the valuation map is 
shown on the next page.  

 
PRONI: VAL/2/D/5/11B 
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The table below shows who was occupying property No. 7 on the map in 1858 and summarises the changes in 
occupants up to c.1900. Notice also that by 1900 the number of the property had changed to 63. 

Map 
No. 
1859  

Map 
No. 
c.1900 

Occupier 
Forename 
1859 

Description of 
Property 1859 

Valuation of 
Property 
1859 

Occupier 1860s 

7 63 John 
Cowie 

House, office, 
yard & small 
garden. 

£13.00 1872 Robert Mills. 1878 (Can't read forename) McDonnell. 1881 
Robert Simpson. 1882 vacant. 1885 Patrick Doherty. 1901 James 
Lecky 

The information in this table comes from the Griffith’s Revision Books for the street [PRONI: VAL/12/B/32/11A-ZD]. 
These are the field books used by the valuers to record any change in a property and the approximate date of that 
change.  The valuers continued to use the 1859 map to record any changes until c.1873 when it was replaced by a 
larger scale map. The coloured map below is a copy of part of the new 1873 map covering the area where James's 
house was situated. Unfortunately the numbering is difficult to read.  There are in fact three numbers given against 
each building - the original 7 [in black, virtually unreadable] from the 1858 map which is stroked out and replaced 
by 63 [in red], which is also stroked out and replaced by 55 [in purple]. This map covers the period 1873 to 1910. 
By 1910 the number of James's house on the map had changed to 55. Such renumbering of streets during this 
period was not uncommon in towns throughout the county. 

PRONI: VAL/12/E/157/1/10 

The evidence from the Griffith’s Revision Books suggests that James and his family were recent arrivals in 
William Street. However, as you will see [below] from the birth certificates of his children, James and Ellen 
Lecky were already in William Street by 1882. Unfortunately the birth certificate does not give a house number 
but, I would suspect, that they were probably in No. 63. Clearly, this is another example of where dates in the 
Griffith's Revision Books must be treated with caution. 

Marriage of James Lecky and Ellen Cassidy 

The marriage of James Lecky to Ellen Cassidy took place in Long Tower Church and there is both a civil and a 
church record of that marriage. The couple were married on 11th August 1881.  Both James and Ellen gave their 
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addresses simply as Derry, so we cannot be sure of exactly where they lived within the city, but I suspect it was 
Union Street and William Street respectively. James gave his occupation as a cattle dealer and Ellen was simply a 
housekeeper. The father of the groom was Robert Lecky, butcher and the father of the bride was Michael Cassidy, 
cattle dealer. The witnesses were George McCauley and Eliza Cassidy. Eliza was Ellen's sister. The couple were 
married by Father H. O'Hagan. Their ages were not stated on the marriage certificate but, depending on which 
source is used [census, births or death records]  James Lecky was probably 28 and Ellen Cassidy 33. Frankly, I 
cannot make up my mind which source is the more accurate for their ages. The fact that Ellen was already in her 
30s explains why the couple had only four children born between 1882 and 1888. 

Births of the children of  James Lecky and Ellen Cassidy  

All of the children were baptised in St. Eugene's and all four births were registered. All the children were born in 
William Street but, as mentioned above, no house number was given. 

Catherine, 28th September 1882, sponsors : John Williams and Eliza Cassidy.  

Michael, 16th December 1883, sponsors : John Connor and Lizzie Cassidy.  

Robert Joseph, 18th May 1885, sponsor : Margaret Cassidy. 

James, 11th March 1888, sponsors : John and Maggie McDaid. 

The family, except for grandfather Robert who had died in November 1901, are listed in the 1911 census living in 
the same house as in 1901. 

1911 Census [Londonderry No. 1 DED (North Ward)] [NAI: 1911 Online Census] 

House 
No. in 
Census 

Forename Surname Relationship Religion Education Age Sex Profession Marriage Where 
Born 

38 James Lecky Head of 
Family 

Roman 
Catholic 

Read & 
write 

65 M Cattle Dealer Married Londonderry 
City 

38 Ellen Lecky Wife Roman 
Catholic 

Read & 
write 

68 F   Married Londonderry 
City 

38 Catherine Lecky Daughter Roman 
Catholic 

Read & 
write 

28 F National 
School 
Teacher 

Single Londonderry 
City 

38 Michael Lecky Son Roman 
Catholic 

Read & 
write 

27 M Commission 
Agent 

Single Londonderry 
City 

38 Robert J. Lecky Son Roman 
Catholic 

Read & 
write 

25 M Cattle Deaer Single Londonderry 
City 

38 James Lecky Son Roman 
Catholic 

Read & 
write 

23 M Draper Single Londonderry 
City  

Married 30 years – children born alive 4 – 4 still alive in 1911. 

I have not followed the fortunes of the family after 1911 except to note that James who had been at school in 1901 
was now a draper and later was responsible for opening the Criterion Ballroom in Bishop Street. Robert J. had 
followed his father in the cattle dealing business and Michael who had been a tobacconist's apprentice in 1901 was 
now trying his luck as a commission agent. 

Deaths of James Lecky and Ellen Cassidy  

The couple were buried in Plot Number MD1566 in the City Cemetery, Derry. 

James (Parents Robert and Elizabeth Lecky) died 14th December 1927, aged 75 years, address given as 53 
William Street, Derry. I suspect the 53 is a misprint. 
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Ellen (Parents Michael and Margaret Cassidy), died 20th January 1929, aged 80 years, address given as 63 
William Street, Derry. 

Here we have another example of the burial records of Derry City Cemetery providing useful information which 
goes beyond the details of the death. 

At this point we now turn to the families of James and Ellen’s parents. 

Family of Robert and Catherine Lecky 

Robert and Catherine Lecky were the parents of James Lecky who married Ellen Cassidy. As you will see below, 
the amount of information we have on this family is limited. Robert Lecky was listed in the 1901 Census living in 
William Street with his son James. I knew from the Griffith's Revision Books that the Lecky family had moved 
into William Street during the latter years of the nineteenth after the marriage of James Lecky to Ellen Cassidy. 
Robert Lecky, a widower aged 70, was a retired cattle dealer and had been born in Donegal. Obviously he had 
come into the city from Donegal some time during the nineteenth century. 

Whilst providing useful information, the census entry raised a number of questions. When did Robert Lecky move 
from Donegal to the city? Where had the Lecky family been living before moving into William Street? Who was 
Robert Lecky's wife, how many children did they have and where were they born?  

When carrying out a search of the 1858 Griffith's [Tenement] Valuation for Michael Cassidy, whom I found in 
Union Street, I also noticed a Robert Leahy listed within the same street. I was suspicious of the surname Leahy 
thinking it was a misspelling of Lecky. I checked the original manuscript books of the Griffith's [Tenement] 
Valuation but the spelling was definitely Leahy. Because the misspelling of names in the printed valuation are 
often corrected in the Griffith's Revision Books I also examined them.  Again the spelling was Leahy. At this 
point I accepted the spelling until a new piece of evidence came to light viz. this entry in the records of the Derry 
City Cemetery which states:  

Plot Number CC23, Derry City Cemetery: Catherine Lecky, 8 Union Street, Derry who died on 21st Jan 1889 and 
was buried on 23rd Jan 1889 aged 64 years. Her husband was given as Robert Lecky. My thanks to Patrick Brady 
for this information. As I mentioned above, the Derry City Cemetery records are a rich source of information on 
burials and deaths within the city. 

I then looked at the large scale valuation map of the city which covers the period 1873-1910. This is a copy of the 
part of the map that shows Union Street 

 
PRONI: VAL/12/E/151/1/10 
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The properties on this map are numbered. Each house in Union Street has two numbers - one in black and one in 
red. The black number in front of each property is the number that matches the number in the printed Griffith's 
[Tenement] Valuation of 1859 and the red number on each property is the number that matches the entry in the 
Griffith's Revision Books after the 1880s. The red number also corresponds to the local street number. Robert 
Leahy was number 28 in the 1858 printed valuation and Michael Cassidy was number 11; both houses were later 
renumbered as 8 and 21. I have pointed out these two houses on the map.  

I am now positive that Robert Leahy in the 1858 Griffith's [Tenement] Valuation is really Robert Lecky. 

As mentioned above, Robert Lecky's wife died in 1889, aged 64 years which means that she was born c.1825. 
Robert died on the 5th November 1901 and was buried from 63 William Street on the 7th of November, aged 78 
years which means that he was born c.1823. This information, if it is correct, is consistent with these two 
baptismal records: 

James Lecky, son of  Robert and Catherine Lecky, 26th June 1853, Long Tower, sponsors May and Alan 
McLeary. 

Catherine Lecky, daughter of Robert and Catherine Lecky, 19th February 1857, Long Tower, sponsor Mary 
McLeary.  

The baptismal records for this period are far from perfect so we cannot be sure of how many children the couple 
might have had. The priest who recorded the baptisms at this time never gave the mother's maiden name.  

Despite the poor records for the period it has been possible to establish when James Lecky [the husband of Ellen 
Cassidy] was born, who his father and mother were, and where the family lived before moving to William Street.  

As we saw in the map above Michael Cassidy also lived in Union Street and it is to that family that we now turn. 

Family of Michael Cassidy and Margaret Doherty 

Michael and Margaret Cassidy [nee Doherty] were the parents of Ellen, James and Denis Cassidy. Michael and 
Margaret were the first Cassidys to live in William Street, having moved there from nearby Union Street c.1874. 
Evidence for this date came from the Griffith's Revision Books and can only be approximate. Both Michael and 
Margaret Cassidy were dead by the time of the 1901 Census. Their son Denis and his family were living in the 
family home at No. 12 William Street in 1901. 

Using the marriage and baptismal registers of Long Tower Roman Catholic Church, Patrick Brady, a descendant 
of Ellen Cassidy, was able to piece together the following information on the family of Michael Cassidy and 
Margaret Doherty who were married on 13th June 1841 in Long Tower, Derry. Their children included:  

Eliza, 19th March 1842 - Sponsors - John Doherty and Mary Cassidy.  

Ellen, c.1848 [exact date of birth not known]. 

James, 25th August 1852 - Sponsors - James Connor & Martha Doherty.  

Denis, 12th October 1854 - Sponsors - Michael & Martha Doherty.  

William, 23rd December 1856 - Sponsor - Martha Doherty. 

There appear to be gaps in the births suggesting that there may have been other children whose baptisms were not 
recorded. 

Both Michael and Margaret Cassidy were buried in the Derry City Cemetery. 

Michael Cassidy died aged 72 on 2nd March 1887 and was buried in the City Cemetery, Derry on 4th March 1887. 
Born in Wdenballymore; died at 12 William Street – Parents were John and Mary Cassidy. - Plot Number 
DA526.  
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Margaret Cassidy (nee Doherty) died aged 79 on 27th May 1899 and was buried in the City Cemetery, Derry on 
29th May 1899. Born at 12 William Street; died at 12 William Street – Father’s name given as Michael Doherty - 
Plot Number DC127.  

This information on her death suggests that Michael was born c.1815 and Margaret was born c.1820. 

Unfortunately the marriage details do not tell us where either Michael or Margaret were living at the time of their 
marriage nor where they lived before 1874. 

I carried out a search of the 1858 Griffith's [Tenement] Valuation and found a Michael Cassidy occupying a house 
in Union Street at that time. Union Street is very close to William Street and is also adjacent to the cattle market in 
Rossville Street. Although I cannot prove it, absolutely, I suspect this may very well have been Michael Cassidy, 
the father of Denis, Ellen and James. Certainly, if his children were being baptised in Long Tower, he had to be 
living somewhere in this general area around Union Street.  

As was shown above, Robert Lecky, father of James Lecky who married Ellen Cassidy, also lived in Union Street 
This means that the Cassidy and the Lecky families were neighbours in Union Street and, since Michael Cassidy 
was a butcher and cattle dealer, and Robert Lecky was a cattle dealer, they must have known each other. 

Margaret's burial record in the City Cemetery suggests she was born at 12 William Street. At first I thought this 
had to be a mistake. She was 79 when she died so she must have been born c.1820. William Street was a very 
different place at that time.  

As this map shows the lower end of William Street was separated from the upper end of the street by a large 
expanse of open country stretching from Mary Blue's Burn to the line of Rossville Street and Little James Street, 
called James’s Street at that time. This map also shows where Union Street was in relation to William Street. 

 
PRONI: VAL/1/A/5/9 

Certainly there were a number of Dohertys listed in the 1831 Census Returns and the 1832 First [Townland] 
Valuation for the lower part of William Street. The most likely candidate living on the left-hand side of the street, 
at that time, was a Mark Doherty. However, I must stress that there is no way that I could connect this Mark 
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Doherty to Margaret Doherty. All I can say is that, whilst initially, I was sure the statement that Margaret Doherty 
was born in William Street was incorrect - now I am not so sure. 

If you want to see for yourself go to the William Street locality study in the right-hand menu of the CD. You can 
access it through the Barony of N. W. Liberties of Londonderry link. Here you can look at the 1831 Census 
Returns and the 1832 Townland Valuation for the street. 

I also searched the 1831 Census Returns database in the left-hand menu and found a Michael Cassidy living in 
Fahan Street at that time. Again, I have no way of linking this Michael Cassidy to this Michael Cassidy.  

Unless hard evidence becomes available [and that is unlikely] we are now into the realms of speculation. Michael, 
who was born in Edenballymore, probably moved into Derry as a young man sometime before 1841 when he 
married Margaret Doherty. The fact that she was married in Long Tower would suggest [but not prove] that she 
was already living in the city. We have no idea where they were living at the time of their marriage and when, 
precisely, they moved into Union Street, but we have sufficient evidence to show that they moved into William 
Street c.1874. 

Conclusion 

As is normally the case with the earlier part of the nineteenth century, the Lecky and Cassidy case studies have 
only given a partial view of the history of these families. Frustratingly, there are many questions left unanswered. 
This contrasts with the amount of information that can be found on the families of their children.. 
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