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The Family of Manasses Doherty living in William Street, Londonderry in 
1901 

There were seven Doherty families listed in the 1901 Census Returns for William Street. I have looked in 
particular at the family of Manasses Doherty.  

1901 Census [Londonderry No. 1 DED (North Ward)] [PRONI: MIC354/5/23] 

Below are details of the various individuals present in the house of Manasses Doherty on the night of the 31st 
March 1901 when the Census was taken. There were fourteen persons, in the house that night, one of whom was 
Manasses' niece. The house had 5 front windows and 6 rooms. 

House 
No. in 
Census 

Forename Surname Relationship Religion Education Age Sex Profession Marriage Where 
Born 

63 Manasses Doherty Head of 
Family 

Roman 
Catholic 

Read & 
write 

55 M General 
Labourer 

Married Donegal 

63 Anne Doherty Wife Roman 
Catholic 

Read & 
write 

46 F Housekeeper Married Donegal 

63 Patrick Doherty Son Roman 
Catholic 

Read & 
write 

26 M Postman Not 
married 

Derry 
City 

63 Bridget Doherty Daughter Roman 
Catholic 

Read & 
write 

24 F Shirt Maker Not 
married 

Derry 
City 

63 Susan Doherty Daughter Roman 
Catholic 

Read & 
write 

21 F Shirt Maker Not 
married 

Derry 
City 

63 Daniel Doherty Son Roman 
Catholic 

Read & 
write 

18 M Iron 
Moulder 

Not 
married 

Derry 
City 

63 Manasses Doherty Son Roman 
Catholic 

Read & 
write 

16 M Plumber Not 
married 

Derry 
City 

63 Robert Doherty Son Roman 
Catholic 

Read & 
write 

14 M Scholar Not 
married 

Derry 
City 

63 Charles Doherty Son Roman 
Catholic 

Read & 
write 

12 M Scholar Not 
married 

Derry 
City 

63 Annie Doherty Daughter Roman 
Catholic 

Read & 
write 

10 F Scholar Not 
married 

Derry 
City 

63 Michael Doherty Son Roman 
Catholic 

Read & 
write 

8 M Scholar Not 
married 

Derry 
City 

63 John Doherty Son Roman 
Catholic 

Read only 7 M Scholar Not 
married 

Derry 
City 

63 Edward Doherty Son Roman 
Catholic 

Read only 5 M Scholar Not 
married 

Derry 
City 

63 Mary Kavanagh Niece Roman 
Catholic 

Read & 
write 

23 F Dressmaker Not 
married 

Co. 
Donegal 

Where, exactly, did Manasses Doherty live in William Street? 

We know from birth records of some of Manasses’ children that the local street number of this house, at the time 
of the Census, was 111. However, as you can see from the table above that street number was not used by the 
census enumerator. The number of the house in the census is 63 in the North Ward part of the street. The street 
was divided between two wards - the North Ward and the West Ward. The entire right-hand side of the street and 
part of the lower end of the left-hand side of the street between Chamberlain Street and Waterloo Street lay within 
the North Ward.  

The number assigned by the enumerator to each house in the Ward is simply the order in which the houses are 
entered in  Form B1 - the House and Building Return - and this order usually reflects the route that the enumerator 
followed as he made his way up and down the street.  

I know from maps and valuation records that Manasses and his family lived on the right-hand side of the street as 
you look up towards St. Eugene's Cathedral from Waterloo Place. His house was just down from Lower Road and 
stood opposite a distillery on the other side of the road. The map on the next page will show the location of 
Manasses’ house and those of other families included in the case studies.  
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Today this area has been completely redeveloped as these photographs show. The photograph on the left shows 
the upper part of William Street looking up from the Rossville Street/ Little James  Street junction towards St. 
Eugene’s Cathedral. There is a large car park on the right-hand side of the street and Manasses’ house is beyond 
that car park and relatively close to the Cathedral, as the photograph on the right shows. 

  

I found 111 William Street by using the Griffith's Valuation Records. The Griffith's [Tenement] Valuation dates 
from 1858 when all properties in the street were valued, given a number, and this number then put on a street map, 
thereby showing the exact location of each property within the street. The house which Manasses would occupy in 
1901 was numbered 30 in William Street [without] in 1858. The exact location of this house within the street at 
that time can be seen on the first map on the next page. From 1860 onwards the valuers visited the street, 
periodically, and noted any changes. They continued to use the 1859 map until c.1873 when it was replaced by a 
larger scale map.  
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PRONI: VAL/2/D/5/11B 

The above map is the original 1859 valuation map for the street. The coloured map below is a copy of part of the 
new 1873 map covering the area where Manasses' house was situated. Unfortunately his house is on the very top 
edge of the map [next to the last house shown on the map] and the numbering is difficult to read.  There are in fact 
three numbers - the original 30 [in black] from the 1858 map which is stroked out and replaced by 111 [in red], 
which is also stroked out and replaced by 99 [in purple]. This map covers the period 1873 to 1910. By 1910 the 
number of Manesses' house on the map had changed to 99. Such renumbering of streets during this period was not 
uncommon in towns throughout the county. 

 
PRONI: VAL/12/E/157/1/10 
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When, exactly, did Manasses Doherty and his family come to William Street? 

On source that can give us a clue are the Griffith’s Revision Books for the street [PRONI: VAL/12/B/32/11A-ZD]. 
These are the field books used by the valuers to record any changes in a property and the approximate date of that 
change. Below is a table summarising the changes that took place in the property numbered 30 in 1859 and later 
renumbered 111.  

Map 
No.1859  

Map No. 
c.1900 

Occupier 1859 Description of 
Property 1859 

Valuation of 
Property 1859 

Occupier 1859 to c.1900 

30 111 Margaret 
Huddleston 

House, office, 
yard & small 
garden. 

£12.00 1864-65 John Huddleston. 1873 Thomas McCleary. 
1876 John Kerr. 1877 Reps. John Kerr. 1882 Manesses 
Doherty. 

This evidence would suggest that the family moved in the street around 1882. This date will now be checked 
against the marriage and birth records of the family which should provide us with evidence on where they were 
living when they were married and when each child was born. 

Marriage of Manasses Doherty and Anne Farren 

Both Manasses and his wife were born in Donegal around 1846, and 1855 respectively. Manasses must have been 
born during the Famine. According to the census their children were all born in Derry City and their niece 
was born in Donegal. The age of the eldest child listed suggests that they were married in the 1870s and had 
moved to the city by 1875. as we have just seen above, there is no mention of them in the Griffith's Revisions for 
William Street until 1882 when they were listed as occupying the same house in which they were living in 1901.  

With a distinctive forename as Manasses I carried out a search of the Irish Genealogy Central Signposting Index 
and found the marriage of a Manasses Doherty and an Ann Farren in 1873. I then sought the help of Brian 
Mitchell at the Derry Genealogy Centre [as it was then] and he was able to provide with me with details of their 
marriage. 

The marriage entry in the database showed that their marriage took place in Donegal - Manasses Doherty of the 
townland of Meenalooban in the parish of Desertegney and Annie Farren of the townland of Ture in the parish of 
Muff were married on 25th July 1873 in Eskaheen Roman Catholic Church in the parish of Muff. Manasses' 
father, Patrick, was a farmer and Anne's father, Robert, was also a farmer. The witnesses were John Devlin and 
Mary McCallion. 

Births of the children of Manasses and Anne Doherty 

The couple must have moved into Derry shortly after their marriage because Patrick, their first child was born in 
the city. The 1901 Census Returns list eleven children. Using their ages in the census as a rough guide, they were 
born between c.1875 and c.1896. It is well known that ages in the 1901 Census were not always accurate. This 
was particularly so in the case with middle-aged and older people. The ages of children might be out by a year or 
so, depending on whether their birthday fell before or after the date of the census, which was the 31st March.  

Obviously since all of these births took place after 1864, the date when compulsory registration began, a search 
can be carried out of both civil and church registers. With regard to church baptisms the children are likely to have 
been baptised in either St. Eugene's or Long Tower. Since the Doherty house in William Street was only a 
hundred yards or so from St. Eugene's, I chose it. Unfortunately the microfilm copy of the baptismal register in 
PRONI only ran from 1873 to 1881. Nevertheless. the baptisms of Patrick [born 10/6/1874], Bridget [born 
10/6/1876] and Susan [born 10th June 1878] were in the baptismal register. Note that baptisms were normally a 
day after each child was born. Interestingly, there was a further child, Manasses who was born on the 29th 
November 1879. Clearly, he must have died because another Manasses was born 18th December 1884. 

When I first began researching this family I enlisted the help of Brian Mitchell at the Derry Genealogy Centre, as 
it was called then, and he was able to identify from the civil registration of each child that they had all been born 
at 9 Eden Place. 

By the birth of Daniel who was born on 24th January 1883 [christened 22nd February 1883] the family were 
living at 111 William Street.  This is consistent with the evidence from the Griffith's Revision Book which notes 
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Manasses Doherty at No. 111 [Griffith's No. 30] in 1882. I think it is safe to assume that the remainder of the 
children were born in this house. 

The last child to be born before 1901 was Edward. His birth certificate shows that he was born at 111 William 
Street on 4th August 1895. This particular birth entry is interesting because Manasses' occupation was given as a 
malster. The earlier birth certificates had simply listed him as a labourer. Note that he listed himself as a general 
labourer in the 1901 Census Returns. There was a brewery and a distillery just across the road from his house. 

The information that I had acquired from the above births confirmed the date when the family arrived in the street, 
so I decided to leave the births of the other children because they were likely to have taken place around the 
estimated date from the census. 

The recent "rebirth of the Derry Genealogy Centre under the new name, Derry ~ Londonderry Genealogy, and the 
availability of its databases online prompted me to see how easy or how difficult it was to find Manasses' children 
in the databases.  

Below is a screenshot of my first search for the children of Manasses Doherty covering the years 1874-1882. I had 
to do a number of searches, changing the date each time, to cover the period of time over which Manasses' 
children were born - 1874 to 1895. Note that, in this example, the date that is entered in the year box is +/- 4 years. 
The other boxes used were the surname box and the father's first name box.  

 

Apart from Susan, I was able to identify all of Manasses' children in the matches that each search produced. Even 
John was relatively easy to identify. The search above identified Patrick [1874], Bridget [1876] and Manasses 
[1878] on the first page and Daniel [1882] on the second page. Only Susan, c.1880 is missing [see below]. The 
next search, using 1886 +/- 4 years, identified Manasses [1884], Robert [1886], Charles [1888] and Annie [1890]. 
The next search, using 1894 +/- 4 years, identified Michael [1892], [John 1894] and Edward [1895].  

There are two other boxes in the "search" window that I used to help confirm that these were Manasses Doherty's 
children. I knew that the children were born in either Eden Place or William Street and that they were all baptised 
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in St. Eugene's. During the period these children were born, the city on the west bank of the Foyle was divided 
into two separate Registrars' Districts. William Street and Eden Place. Both streets lay within theLondonderry 
Urban No. 2 Local Registrar’s District. 

So, for each child, when I typed each forename in the Firstname box: 

� I also selected LONDONDERRY URBAN NO. 2 (RD) in the Parish/District box, if it was a civil birth.  
� If it was a church baptism, I selected ST. EUGENE'S (RC) in the Parish/District box.  

I then clicked on Search and, if the name disappeared from the list, it was likely that this was not the correct 
child.  Actually, each time I did this, I got perfect matches. I suspect the distinctive father’s first name of 
Manasses was probably a key factor in producing the positive matches. 

As I said above Susan did not appear amongst the list of children. It seemed unlikely that she had gone 
unregistered or had not been baptised. I had noticed when searching other sources that Manasses could be spelt in 
a number of ways. I decided, therefore, to do a wildcard search of the father's Firstname - Man% and put the date 
1880 in the year box. - see below. 

 

This produced one match. Later I found out that the father's name in this instance was spelt Manases. This was a 
church baptism but I was sure that there should also be a civil birth. I then tried - Men% and got the match shown 
below. I found out later that the father's name had been spelt Menassus. 
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There was one other problem concerning the birth of their son Daniel who according to his baptismal record was 
baptised on the 18th December 1882. His mother registered him on 22nd February 1883 and gave his date of birth 
as 24th January 1883. I have no idea of why she did this. This simply illustrates the general point that is often 
made about the civil registration of births, viz. the registrar can only record the information given by the parent or 
informant. 

Now I was sure that I had found all of the children of Manasses and Anne Doherty. I also searched the online 
1911 Census because it might have told me how many years they had been married, how many children had been 
born to Anne and how many were still alive. Unfortunately neither Manasses nor Ann were listed in the 1911 
Census which is not surprising, given their ages in the 1901 Census. Incidentally I did find three of their sons. 
Patrick, who had married Brigid O'Donnell in 1906, was living in Argyle Street. Manesses, who had married Kate 
McManus in 1908, was living in Henrietta Street. Robert, who had married Ellen Kelly in 1910, was living in 
Fahan Street. 

If this was your family, a number of options would be open to you at this stage. Clearly you can go ahead and pay 
to view any, or all, of the records that you have found. Below is an example of what you will see if you viewed 
Susan's Civil Birth of 1879. 

 

If you wanted the details of all twelve births it might be better to contact Derry ~ Londonderry Genealogy directly 
for a research report. Alternatively, you could contact or visit GRONI, Belfast. For births before 1922 you can 
contact GROI in Roscommon or visit the GROI in Lower Abbey Street, Dublin. You will find further details on 
this at the Civil Records link in the top menu of the CD. 

Another option would be to use church records. Clearly, in this case, church records are an option for the first four 
children - the St. Eugene's baptismal register which covered the years 1873-1881 is available on microfilm in 
PRONI or at the Coleraine Library. Note that civil births and church baptisms, whilst they contain the same basic 
information, have different supplementary information. For example, baptisms rarely give the occupation of the 
father, civil births normally do. Church baptisms will give the names of the sponsors and sometime provide 
information on the later marriage of the child. 

Conclusion 

This example demonstrates the value of online databases when searching for ancestors. For the first time there is 
now a battery of online databases available for the county which, if used intelligently and in tandem, can produce 
positive results without the necessity to spend vast amounts of money. At the same time it highlights how the 
variant spellings of names can cause difficulties when searching these databases. 



 8

 It is also another example of how to identify the exact location of an ancestor's house, particularly in a street that 
has undergone redevelopment and local street numbers have changed over time.  

Copyright 2009 W. Macafee. 

 


