This publication is a CD ROM that contains a website which provides information on the sources that you would need to consult
in order to trace your ancestors within the County of Londonderry. As well as providing the normal text information that you
would find in a book it also contains searchable databases of names, case studies of families and localities drawn from various
parts of the county, maps and explanations of the various administrative divisions within the county and links to key family
history websites on the Internet. Whilst it cannot possibly contain specific information on all individual families within the
county, it can be used to organise searches for members of any family living in the county, particularly during the period c.1860 to
c.1920.
This booklet provides an introduction to the CD and the website.
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This publication is dedicated to Joseph (Joe) Doherty of Gorteade near Upperlands
Joe was the first local man to help me some forty years ago when I first developed an interest in local and family history. His
knowledge and understanding of his locality is truly impressive and he has been more than generous in sharing that knowledge
over the years.
The photograph on the front cover, reproduced with Joe’s permission, shows a group of men in a field in the townland of
Lisgorgan, near Gorteade in South Derry. The men had been pulling flax for the owner of the field, Jack Gribbin. The photograph
was taken in August 1938 by his sister Sissy Gribbin. The man standing in the back row, one from the end on the right, wearing a
dark waistcoat and a cap, is Patrick Doherty, Joe Doherty’s father. Joe’s family and the townland of Gorteade feature in the case
studies of families and localities on the website.
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INTRODUCTION
The website is organised through the Home Page and three menus, as shown in the screenshot below.

The link Researching Derry & Londonderry Ancestors, within the Home Page, provides an introduction to the process of
researching ancestors within the county and the link Historical Background provides the historical context for that research. The
other links within the Home Page are self-explanatory.
The top menu covers the categories of historical records, books and websites that you would expect to use when researching
ancestors who lived in Co. Londonderry. This website concentrates on sources for the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries but
there are also links to seventeenth and eighteenth-century records. There is also an important link to Administrative Divisions
within the County, knowledge of which is essential when working with records relating to the county and locating where your
ancestors lived.
The right-hand menu contains case studies of families and localities within the county covering the period c.1830 to the early
1900s. The main purpose of the family case studies is to demonstrate how the key sources listed in the top menu can be used to
reconstruct the history of a family. Each family history is related to a locality study and vice-versa. The individual locality studies
are accessed through the barony links.
The left-hand menu concentrates on databases. The Index to Databases link provides both an introduction and an index to the
databases that are scattered throughout the three menus. There is also a link to the ever-growing number of online databases
related to family history. The other links in this menu will take you to a number of county databases that I have created from key
sources containing lists of names and places covering the period 1622 to 1859.
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RESEARCHING DERRY AND LONDONDERRY ANCESTORS
Normally, it is relatively easy to trace a family from the present day back to the 1920s. Family members (particularly the older
folk) can usually provide sufficient information to begin creating a family tree. A visit to local graveyards can be a quick way of
checking on the ages of older relatives. Civil registers of births, deaths and marriages could be consulted in the General Register
Office in Belfast to verify the ages of various people and the maiden names of wives. However, this is not usually necessary until
the early years of the twentieth century are reached. Other family sources such as letters, personal papers, photographs, family
bibles, wills, etc. can often go back to earlier times and may contain information not available in any official source.
The problems normally arise when the early years of the twentieth century are reached. The purpose of this website is to provide
some guidance on how to pursue the story of a family living in, or connected with, Co. Londonderry in the years before c.1920.
Whilst success is virtually guaranteed for the period 1920 to the present day, the same cannot be said for earlier periods. The
period most likely to produce a positive result is c.1860 to c.1920.
c.1860 to c.1920
The table below lists the key records necessary to research a family during this period and indicates where you will have to go to
access them. The point about these records is that, with the exception of church registers, they are available for all places within
the county.
The records can be accessed at the repositories where they are held, either as original documents, or copies either in paper or
microfilm format. Today, the content of more and more records is available on Internet websites in database format. I have also
created a number of Excel and PDF databases especially for this website. You will find a list of these at the Index to Databases
link in the left-hand menu.
As I see it, piecing together the history of a family in this period is matching evidence from census and valuation records with
evidence from the civil and church records. Clearly, whether the search should begin with the civil and church registers or the
census and valuation records is a matter of choice.
The arrival on the Internet of the [free] online Census Returns for 1911 and 1901 makes a strong case for starting with the Census
Returns. From there you can search the civil and church registers for births, baptisms, marriages, deaths and burials, whilst at the
same time, using the Griffith’s Revision Books, to match up the Census Returns and the Griffith's [Tenement] Valuation of
1858/59.
However, in the case of families who were very mobile, you will probably have to rely entirely on civil marriages and births
which provide evidence of where the husband and wife were living at the time of their marriage and at the birth of each child.
Often, these mobile families are not recorded in the Griffith's Revision Books.
Records

Repositories

Online Databases

1911 Census
Returns.

PRONI, Belfast. [Microfilm]

1911 Census Online, NAI.

NAI, Dublin. [Original Manuscript Forms]
Derry Central Library. [Microfilm]
1901 Census
Returns.

1901 Census Online, NAI.

PRONI, Belfast. [Microfilm]
NAI, Dublin. [Original Manuscript Forms]
Derry Central Library. [Microfilm]
Local Studies Department, Ballymena Library.
[Microfilm]

Griffith's Printed
[Tenement]
Valuation 1858/59.

PRONI, Belfast and all major libraries hold
bound volumes. PRONI also holds original
Manuscript Books and Maps.

4

askaboutireland.ie. [Griffith’s Valuation pages and
maps]

Griffith's Revision
Books c.1860 to
c.1930.

PRONI, Belfast. [Manuscript Books and Maps]

Civil Registers of
Births, Marriages
and Deaths.

General Register Office of Northern Ireland,
Belfast.

Irish Civil Registration Indexes 1845-1922.
International Genealogical Index [IGI].

District Registration Offices at Derry,
Limavady, Coleraine and Magherafelt for
marriages only.

Derry ~ Londonderry Genealogy Online Databases for
Co. Derry on RootsIreland.ie website.

General Register Office, Republic of Ireland at
Roscommon and Abbey Street, Dublin.

Irish Family History Foundation Online Genealogy
Databases for Ireland [RootsIreland.ie website]
Emerald Ancestors.

Church Registers of
Baptisms,
Marriages and
Burials.

With the exception of the Irish Civil Registration
Indexes 1845-1922, the websites listed under civil
registers also contain baptisms and marriages from
church registers.

PRONI, Belfast. [Microfilm, etc.]
Coleraine Library. [Microfilm]

c.1830 to c.1860
It is much more difficult to find evidence of a family before 1860. If parish registers are available you could take the story of your
family back to the beginning of the nineteenth century, or even earlier. The availability of Protestant marriages from 1845 is, of
course, a bonus. Unfortunately, because church registers are often not available, much of the evidence for the 1830s is
circumstantial. This is particularly true of Catholic families because few Roman Catholic records date back to this period, and
those that do, are often very difficult to read.
We are very fortunate in Co. Londonderry in that we have the 1831 Census Returns. Although not a proper census, these returns
list all of the heads of households/families living in each townland in that year. You will find a database of the names and places
in this census on the website.
The names in the 1831 Census Returns can often be matched up with the Tithe Applotment Books which date from around 1828
to the early 1830s. However the Tithe Records only list landholders, so there are fewer names. Another source that is often
overlooked for this period is the First [Townland] Valuation of the 1830s.
Before 1830
Sources such as the 1796 Flaxgrowers' List, the 1766 Religious Returns, the 1740 Protestant Householders' Returns and the 1663
Hearth Money Rolls may indicate the areas in the county where a particular surname was present at those dates. However, without
church register information, it is often extremely difficult to establish definite relationships between the names listed from even
1740 to the 1830s, and often impossible from 1663. Furthermore these earlier sources only record a fraction of the number of
families who were living in the county at that time.
Nevertheless, I have databased the names and places in all of the aforementioned sources and there are links to each of them in the
left-hand menu. With the exception of the 1766 Religious Census, these databases cover the entire county. I have also databased
names and place from other seventeenth-century sources which cover parts of the county.
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SOURCES
In the top menu of the website you will find links to the main categories of historical records, books and Internet websites that you
are likely to consult when researching ancestors within the county. Because this material is on a website it has been possible to
give numerous examples of individual sources covering different parts of the county.
The links in the top menu from Civil Records, to Street Directories cover the records that you are most likely to use when
researching Derry & Londonderry Ancestors. As mentioned above, the Civil Records, Church Records, Census Records and
Valuation Records are the key records. With the exception of Church Records, these sources are available for all places within
the county.
The Civil and Church Records, the backbone of genealogical research, provide the data for family trees and identify where our
ancestors lived at various times in the past. The Census records also provide genealogical information on individuals as well as
valuable social and economic information on families and localities. Valuation Records rarely provide any evidence of
relationships. Their value is that they contain the names of the occupiers of properties [usually assumed to be heads of
households] in every townland or street throughout the county. For this reason, Valuation Records are often seen as substitutes for
the missing Irish census records of the nineteenth century. The c.1859 Griffith’s Printed Valuation provide a useful starting point
for the middle of the nineteenth century and the Griffith’s Revision Books, c.1860-c.1930, allow us to trace householders across
the years and match up their houses with those listed in the 1901 and 1911 Census.
The other records in this group - Gravestone Inscriptions, Wills, School Records, Estate Records and Street Directories can
be important sources if they are available for the person or area that you are researching. It is always important to check on their
availability but it has to be said that often you will be disappointed. At the same time the discovery in a lease of the names of
some of the children of the person that you are researching is likely to trigger the opposite emotion.
I have grouped the remaining documentary sources under the link Other Sources. This link will take you to a page containing
further links to a range of miscellaneous sources which, amongst others, include Newspapers, Ordnance Survey Memoirs, Poor
Law Records, Voters’ Lists, Business Records, Solicitors' Archives and the signatories of the Ulster Covenant, 1912. Note that
some of these links will be to PRONI information leaflets. PRONI is the key repository for records relating to the county.
Emigration Sources have been included because of the key role that emigration played in the lives of our ancestors particularly in
the years before and after the Famine. There is an Excel database of emigrants who left the county in the 1830s. There are also
links to a number of online databases of passenger lists for the later nineteenth century.
Books & Websites contain a database of books relating both to the county and to localities within the county, plus links to Record
Repositories, Libraries & Local Museums and Family & Local History Groups.
Since searching for ancestors in the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries is somewhat different from the nineteenth and early
twentieth centuries I decided to provide separate links in the top menu dedicated to these records, many of which are also
available, in database format, in the left-hand menu.
Eighteenth-Century Records contain the following Excel databases - the 1740 Protestant Householders' Returns for the county,
the 1766 Religious Returns for certain areas within the county and the 1796 Flaxgrowers' List for the county.
Seventeenth-Century Records contain the following Excel databases – the 1622 Muster Rolls for certain areas within the county,
the 1630 Muster Rolls for most of the county, the 1642-43 Muster Rolls for the City of Londonderry, the 1659 Pender's Census
for the county, the 1662 Subsidy Rolls for certain areas within the county, the 1663 Hearth Money Rolls for the county, the 1666
Muster Rolls for certain areas within the county and the 1697 Voters' List for the county.
In both the seventeenth and eighteenth-century links I have listed other records that could be useful and referred you to specific
pages in William J. Roulston's book - Researching Scots-Irish Ancestors: The Essential Genealogical Guide to Early Modern
Ulster, 1600-1800, published by the Ulster Historical Foundation, Belfast, 2005 [now available as an ebook].
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ADMINISTRATIVE DIVISIONS WITHIN THE COUNTY
In order to find the records that you need to research your ancestors, you must know the different administrative divisions within
the county, particularly in the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. The link Administrative Divisions within the County in
the top menu of the website will take you to a page where you will find an Excel database containing all of the townlands in the
county. Here you will be able to search for an individual townland and see in which Barony, Parish, Poor Law Union,
Dispensary/Registrar’s District and District Electoral Division it was located. In addition there is an Excel database of unofficial
local place names prepared by Terry Eakin. There are also maps showing various administrative units covering the county, two of
which have been included in the booklet.
Map of the Baronies and Civil Parishes of Co. Londonderry
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Map of the Poor Law Unions, Dispensary/ Registrars' Districts, and District Electoral Divisions [DEDs] of Co.
Londonderry.

There are also two Excel databases relating to the City of Londonderry that provide details of the ward in which each street in the
city was located between c.1860 and 1911. Note there were changes in the wards after the County Council Act of 1898, hence the
necessity for two databases. It is imperative, when using the Griffith’s Revision Books and the 1901 and 1911 Census Returns for
the city, that you know the ward or wards in which a street was situated at a particular date. Some streets, e.g. Bishop Street and
William Street, were located in more than one ward.
Maps showing Churches and Parishes
As well as knowing the civil administrative divisions, it is equally important to know the territorial divisions of the three main
churches. At the Church Records link in the top menu of the website you find maps that show the location of the Church of
Ireland parishes and churches throughout the county, the Roman Catholic parishes and churches within the county, and the
Presbyterian congregations in the county.
On the next page there is an example of one of these maps which shows the location of the Roman Catholic parishes and churches
within the county. Note that the parishes of Arboe, Ballinderry, Cookstown, Lissan, Magherafelt and Moneymore are in the
Diocese of Armagh. Coleraine and Portrush on the County Antrim side of the Bann are in the Diocese of Down and Connor. The
remainder of the parishes in the county are in the Diocese of Derry. Note that the parishes shown on this map are not the same as
the modern day Roman Catholic parishes in the county. As far as I am able to ascertain, these were the parishes that were in
operation during the latter half of the nineteenth century. Because boundaries between parishes could change from time to time
you should not regard the boundaries on the map as absolutes. Note also that more recent twentieth-century churches have not
been included. Although the Church of Ireland parishes used the same dioceses their parishes were different from the Roman
Catholic parishes. C. of I. parishes were more or less the same as the civil parishes.
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Roman Catholic Parishes and Churches of the Dioceses of
Armagh, Derry and Down & Connor within the County
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CASE STUDIES OF FAMILIES
The Case Studies of Families link in the right-hand menu will take you to case studies of individual families which both tell the
story of a family and make explicit the sources that were used to create that story. In these case studies attention is paid not only to
the genealogical side of the family history but also to the localities where each of the families lived and worked. I have, therefore,
tried to select families from various locations throughout the county. I also wanted, where possible, to select families where the
research highlighted particular problems. Below is a list of the various families chosen and their location within the county,
arranged by barony. Note that each case study will open as a PDF file in a separate window.
Case studies relating to the nineteenth and twentieth centuries
Families

Location

Archibald

William Street, Londonderry.

Cassidy [Denis]

William Street, Londonderry.

Cassidy [James]

William Street, Londonderry.

Doherty

William Street, Londonderry.

Lecky

William Street, Londonderry.

Moody

Church Street, Coleraine.

O'Kane

Coolnasillagh, Ringsend.

Pollock

Moyletra Toy, Garvagh.

Long

Cullyramer, Garvagh.

Doherty

Gorteade, Upperlands.

Crilly

Gorteade, Upperlands.

Montgomery

Upperlands.

Campbell

Upperlands.

McLean

Cabragh, Knockloughrim.

Walsh

Main Street, Magherafelt

Forrest

Roe Mill Road Street, Limavady.

Dale

Drumadreen, Limavady/Dungiven

Mullan

Ballymacallion, Dungiven.

McCloskey

Ballymacallion, Dungiven.

Fallows

Main Street, Dungiven.

Bond

Lisbunny, Claudy.

McMillen

Lisbunny, Claudy.

Brolly

Muff, beside Village of Eglinton.

Barony

N. W. Liberties of Londonderry

N. E. Liberties of Coleraine
Coleraine
Coleraine & Keenaght

Loughinsholin

Keenaght

Tirkeeran

Case studies relating to the seventeenth, eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries
Families

Location

Beatty

Londonderry

Hillhouse

Aghanloo, Limavady.

Families

Pump Street, Londonderry 1628-1858.
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CASE STUDIES OF LOCALITIES
Increasingly, people researching their ancestors in the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries want to find out more about the
places where their forebears lived. A street in five urban areas and a townland or group of townlands in ten rural localities, shown
in the table below, have been selected. These localities relate directly to the case studies of families.

Barony

Parish

Town [Street] or Townland

N. W. Liberties of Londonderry

Templemore

City of Londonderry [William Street].

N. E. Liberties of Coleraine

Coleraine

Town of Coleraine [Church Street].

Errigal

Townland of Coolnasillagh.

Desertoghill

Townland of Moyletra Toy.

Coleraine

Desertoghill

Townland of Cullyramer.

Aghadowey
Maghera
Loughinsholin

Keenaght

Tirkeeran

Townlands of Gorteade, Tirgarvil & Upperland [Village of Upperlands].
Townland of Ballynahone Beg.

Termoneeny

Townlands of Cabragh, Derganagh & Lurganagoose [Village of Knockloughrim]

Magherafelt

Town of Magherafelt [Broad Street].

Drumachose

Town of Limavady [Roe Mill Road Street].

Bovevagh

Townland of Drumadreen.

Dungiven

Townland of Ballymacallion.

Dungiven

Town of Dungiven [Part of Main Street].

Cumber Upper

Townland of Lisbunny.

Faughanvale

Townlands of Coolafinny & Muff [Village of Eglinton]

Each locality is accessed through the appropriate Barony link in the right-hand menu. Within each locality study you will find
links to the following records:
1831 Census Returns. *
1820s/30s Tithe Applotment Books [rural areas only]. *
1830s Townland Valuation, if available, [plus map].
1858/59 Griffith’s Printed [Tenement] Valuation [plus map].
Griffith’s Revision Books c.1860 to c.1930. *
1901 Census Returns. *
1856 Slater’s Directory & 1905 Belfast & Ulster Directory [urban areas only].
* Note that information from these sources is in database format [Excel or PDF] for ease of searching. The other sources are
presented as copies of pages from the original documents or copies of the original maps.
A map showing the location of each case study within the county is shown on the next page.
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Map showing the general location of the Case Studies within the County
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DATABASES
In addition to the databases that have been created within the locality studies there are many other databases on the website – these
are listed below.
Databases that provide "place" information on individual townlands within the county.
Official Townlands within the County.
Unofficial Place-Names within the County.
Landlords of Individual Townlands in the County, c.1859 and 1600s.
Databases that list some of the extant sources and books for the county.
Church Records extant for the County.
Landed Estate Records extant for the County.
Estates in the County sold by the Encumbered Estates & Landed Estates Courts, 1850-1874.
Enrolment Registers for National Schools in Co. Londonderry that are held in PRONI.
Bibliography of books relating to the County.
Databases containing names and places that have been created from a range of sources dating from the early 1600s to the
late 1850s. Nine of these cover the entire county, the others, only parts of the county.
1858/59 Griffith's [Tenement] Valuation [County].
1847 Admissions to Magherafelt Workhouse.
1832-1840 Keenaght Electors.
1831 Census Returns [County].
1796 Flaxgrowers' List [County].
1766 Religious Returns.
1740 Protestant Householders' Returns [County].
1697 Voters' List [County].
1666 Muster Roll.
1663 Hearth Money Rolls [County].
1662 Subsidy Rolls. [County]
1659 Pender's Census [County].
1642-43 Muster Rolls.
1630 Muster Rolls [County].
1622 Muster Rolls.
Online databases
Throughout the website you will find links to online databases scattered throughout many web pages and also at the Online
Databases link in the left-hand menu.
Using the databases
The databases on this website have been produced in Excel and there are also PDF versions of each database. If you require some
help with searching an Excel database there is a paper on the website that provides some guidance.
The Spelling of Townland Names and Surnames in the Databases
The Excel and PDF databases on this website span the period 1622 to 1859. Throughout that period there is considerable variation
in the spelling of both townland names and surnames. There is a paper on the site that provides a considerable amount of
information on this matter and I would recommend that you have a look at it before using the databases.
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CONCLUSION
During the past number of years four developments have taken place within family history which, I think, will have a major
impact on how we go about researching ancestors in Co. Londonderry, and indeed in Ireland as a whole.
The first of these developments took place on the website of the Church of Latter Day Saints [familysearch.org.] where, in
February 2009, a database of the Ireland, Civil Registration Indexes, 1845-1958 came online. Later in the year PRONI launched
their online eCatalogue. In 2009 the National Archives, Dublin made available an online database and images of the 1911 Census
for all counties in Ireland and followed this up later with the 1901 Census. Also the Derry Genealogy Centre, which had been out
of commission for almost two years, was reborn within Derry City Council’s Heritage and Museum Service as Derry ~
Londonderry Genealogy. Its databases form part of the revamped RootIreland.ie website of the Irish Family History Foundation.
Alongside more traditional sources such as church records, I have made extensive use of the 1911 and 1901 online Census, the
Civil Registration Indexes and the Derry ~ Londonderry Genealogy online databases of births, marriages and deaths in the case
studies of families.
I would hope that this website is designed in such a way that it will give you guidance on how to search for your ancestors in Co.
Londonderry [if you need such guidance] and provide you with information on, and examples of, the sources that you will need to
consult. This information can, of course, be printed and read in hard copy. The advantage of it being on a website is that you can
choose what you want to print.
I would also hope that the Excel/PDF databases of names and places in the county dating from 1630 to 1858/59 when used in
conjunction with 1901 and 1911 online databases will allow you to search, from your desktop, for names in the county over a
period of almost 300 years.
Finally, the inclusion of many Internet links should help integrate the material on the website with material on the Internet.
I am sure that there will be more developments in the future which may change the way we go about searching for our ancestors.
Certainly some web addresses will change and I am sure that some of the Internet links on this website will cease to work. I’m
afraid that you will have to go looking for the new addresses.
Since I produced the CD in 2010 I have revamped my Internet website www.billmacafee.com to complement the CD website and,
in the future, I intend to use it to indicate changes in Internet websites.
William (Bill) Macafee
Portstewart
May 2011.
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What to do if the CD does not run automatically when inserted in your CD Drive.
The CD should run automatically when you place it in your CD drive. However, because
there are so many different operating systems today, this may not happen. In that case,
follow the instructions below until you find one that works.
Open My Computer [XP] or Computer [Vista] or Computer [Windows 7] and double click
on your CD drive. In most cases this should start the CD automatically. Note that with Vista
and Windows 7, you will have to go through another stage before you will be allowed to
open the CD.
If it still does not open, open your CD drive and double click on the folder, derryancestors.
When this folder opens, find the index file and double-click on it. This should start the CD.
If you are using XP you can click on Start, select Run and type in
D:\derryancestors\index.htm [where ‘D’ is the letter denoting your CD drive] and click on
OK.
One or more of these methods should activate your default web browser and launch the
Home Page of the website on the CD.
If, after you have tried everything, the CD still does not play, contact me through my
website www.billmacafee.com
Macintosh users will probably find that the folder, derryancestors, will appear on the
desktop. Open the folder, find the index file and double-click on it. This should start the CD.
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