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THE FAMILY OF ROBERT & MOLLY DUNLOP OF DRUMNAGEE, PARISH OF BALLINTOY 

This is a family associated with the townlands of Drumnagee, Drumnagessan and Lisbellanagroagh More during the nineteenth 
century – see map below.  

 

I became aware of this family through queries from New Zealand descendants of Robert and Molly Dunlop. An email from one 
descendant stated that her great, great grandfather had married a Molly McAfee but knew little about Molly other than her father 
was a Samuel McAfee and she married Robert Dunlop on 13th November 1856 at Croaghmore Presbyterian Church, Two of their 
sons then came to New Zealand. Another descendant, who emailed me separately at a later date, stated my G / father a Robert 
Dunlop married a Molly McAfee on the 13th Nov 1856 at the Presbyterian Church at Croaghmore near Ballintoy. Robert's 
residence at the time of his marriage was Lisbelnagroagh or maybe Lisbellanagroagh. Molly's residence was Coolnagar. Her 
father Samuel McAfee was a laborer. Robert's father a John Dunlop was a blacksmith. He also stated in a subsequent email that 
he doubted if there were  any of his Dunlops left in the area today and probably all had gone by the time of the 1901 Census. This 
statement turned out to be absolutely correct. Another contacted me at a later date and provided some very useful information on 
the members of the family who emigrated to New Zealand. The New Zealand Dunlops were also aware that some of Robert & 
Molly’s children had emigrated to Scotland. 

The New Zealand descendants were interested in finding out exactly where Robert and Molly lived before and after their marriage 
Did they always live in the same place? The placename Coolnagor  posed a problem – it did not appear to be an official townland 
name - where exactly was it within the Parish of Ballintoy and the wider North Antrim area? Whilst they had a reasonable amount 
of information on the births of Robert & Molly’s children, they seemed to think that there must have been other children. They 
were sure that Robert was dead by 1901 but they had no record of Molly’s death.  Also, they did not know very much about the 
McAfee side of the family. One of the reasons that they contacted me was the fact that I was a McAfee. I am not related to the 
McAfees of Drumnagessan. I spell my name Macafee but the spelling is some ways irrelevant. In  most of the nineteenth-century 
records it is spelt McAfee and in the seventeenth and eighteenth-century records the spelling is McDuffee, with variant spellings 
of McDuffe. I even noticed a Benjamin Duffy in the Griffith’s living in Ballynastraid. I am certain that he was a McAfee but 
probably not a relative of Molly McAfee. 
 
Where to begin 

Any study of a family will involve three main sources – births, deaths and marriages [BDMs], valuation records and the 
1901/1911 Census Returns. Where you begin really depends on you and how much you already know before you start the serious 
research. Quite often I would begin with the census records because they provide me with both family and place information. 
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Since none of the family were present in the area at that time this was a non-starter. At the beginning of this research the only 
knowledge I had related to a marriage which took place in 1856 and the addresses of the couple were Coolnagor and 
Lisbellanagroagh. Having confirmed the marriage details [see these later] I turned next to the valuation records to see where 
Dunlops were living in the Ballintoy area c.1860 and, as you will see, this led to a more detailed look at marriage and birth 
records. To be honest, at this stage, I was researching valuation records, marriages and births at the same time – with the latter 
going back as far as I could. 

Dunlops in the Ballintoy Area in the Nineteenth Century 

A search of the c.1860 Griffith's [Tenement] Valuation database on my website for Robert and John Dunlops in the parish of 
Ballintoy and the adjoining parishes of Ramoan and Billy produced the results shown in the table below.  

Surname 
[Standardised] 

Surname 
as spelt in 
Printed 
Valuation 

Forename Barony Parish Townland DED Poor Law 
Union 

Dunlop Dunlop Robert Cary Ballintoy Drumnagee Croagh Ballycastle 
Dunlop Dunlop John Cary Ballintoy Drumnagessan Croagh Ballycastle 
Dunlop Dunlop John Cary Ballintoy Lemnagh More Ballintoy Ballycastle 
Dunlop Dunlop John Cary Billy Craignamaddy Croagh Ballycastle 
Dunlop Dunlop John Cary Ramoan Ballycastle, Mill Street Ballycastle Ballycastle 
Dunlop Dunlop John Cary Ramoan Gortconny Ramoan Ballycastle 

 
There was only one Robert Dunlop. Robert had married in 1856 so, unless he was still living in his father’s house, I would expect 
to find him in Griffith’s. I was confident, even at this early stage that the Robert Dunlop listed in Drumnagee was in fact the 
correct Robert. Robert’s father was called John but in the early stages of the research I was not entirely sure who these various 
John Dunlops were. As I learnt more about Dunlop families in the area from the BDM records – I came to know them. John in 
Drumnagessan, Gortconny and very probably in Mill Street, Ballycastle was the same person. He was a doctor and surgeon. He 
was the son of Alexander Dunlop, gentleman, who was descended from Bryce Dunlop who came to North Antrim in the 
seventeenth century. Bryce Dunlop had acquired land from the Earl of Antrim and John, his gg grandson, had inherited that land. 
This John lived in Drumnagessan in 1861 and was landlord of the townland of Gortconny [737 acres] but did not live there. The 
John in Mill Street, Ballycastle was listed against a Corn Mill and I think that this was the same John.  Although at one time they 
lived a few hundred yards from each other, I could not find any connection between Robert Dunlop and this family. This John 
died in 1881 at Straidkillen [Killyveg] in the townland of Croagh More. This was where the dispensary for the district was located 
and he was the Dispensary doctor and probably Registrar of births and deaths. Initially, I thought that John in Craignamaddy was 
Robert’s brother [see later] but now I think he was probably a second cousin of Robert. This idea was prompted by the fact that 
the marriage certificates for both men showed that they had fathers named John, both lived in Lisbellanagroagh at the time of their 
marriage and both were blacksmiths. Compare the two marriage certificates in the table below. 

Date of 
Marriage 

Bride & 
Groom 

Age Marital 
Status 

Occupation Address Where  Father Occupation Witnesses 

26th 
September 
1845 

John 
Dunlop 

Full 
Age 

Bachelor Blacksmith Lisbelnagrove 
[Lisbellanagroagh] 

Toberkeagh 
Presbyterian 
Church 

John 
Dunlop 

Blacksmith Daniel 
McCurdy 

26th 
September 
1845 

Nancy 
McIntyre 

Full 
Age 

Spinster  Croaghbegg 
[Croagh Beg] 

Toberkeagh 
Presbyterian 
Church 

John 
McIntyre 

Farmer John 
Lamont 

13th 
November 
1856 

Robert 
Dunlop 

21 Bachelor Blacksmith Lisbellanagroagh Croaghmore 
Presbyterian 
Church 

John 
Dunlop 

Blacksmith John Todd 

13th 
November 
1856 

Molly 
McAfee 

21 Spinster  Coolnagor Croaghmore 
Presbyterian 
Church 

Samuel 
McAfee 

Labourer Martha 
Magee 

 
The John in Lemnagh More who lived in the settlement of High Carn within that townland was also a blacksmith but I have no 
hard evidence on who, exactly, he was. Could he have been Robert’s father who might have moved there from Lisbellanagroagh 
More?  What I know for certain about Robert’s father is based on a number of early baptismal entries in Toberkeigh Presbyterian 
Church.  Notably, both John Dunlop who was the father of Robert Dunlop and John Dunlop who was living in Craignamaddy 
c.1860 were members of Toberkeigh Church. Molly and Robert attended the nearby Croaghmore Presbyterian Church. The 
church baptismal records for Toberkeigh go back to 1829 and those relating to John Dunlop, the father of  Robert Dunlop are 
shown on the next page. 
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Date of Birth Date of Baptism Forename of 
Child 

Name of Father Name of Mother Address Notes 

Not given. 20th October 
1829 

Peggy Ann John Dunlop Not given. Drumnagee Toberkeagh Seceding 
Presbyterian Church 

Not given. 25th March 1832 Dan John Dunlop Not given. Drumnagee Toberkeagh Seceding 
Presbyterian Church 

Not given. 19th October 
1834 

Robert Jno. Delap Not given. Drumnagee Toberkeagh Seceding 
Presbyterian Church 

Not given. 1st July 1842 Alex Jno. Dunlop Not given. Lisbelnagrove 
[Lisbellanagroagh] 

Toberkeagh Seceding 
Presbyterian Church 

Not given. 1st July 1842 Elis [probably 
Eliza] 

Jno. Dunlop Not given. Lisbelnagrove 
[Lisbellanagroagh] 

Toberkeagh Seceding 
Presbyterian Church 

Not given. 1st July 1842 Adam Jno. Dunlop Not given. Lisbelnagrove 
[Lisbellanagroagh] 

Toberkeagh Seceding 
Presbyterian Church 

Not given. 21st June 1849 Mary Jno. Delap Not given. Lisbelnagrove 
[Lisbellanagroagh] 

Toberkeagh Seceding 
Presbyterian Church 

 

They show that from 1829 to 1834 John Dunlop, the father of Robert Dunlop, was living in the townland of Drumnagee. 
Unfortunately the records do not give his wife’s maiden name. There is an entry in the Toberkeigh Communicants’ List for 
October 1830 of a John Dunlop and Mrs Elis [?] Dunlop. I think this might be them. The baptismal entries do not give the dates of 
each child’s birth. Therefore, we only have a date for Robert’s baptism - 19th October 1834. I think it is safe to assume that he was 
probably born in the summer of 1834. Presbyterian baptisms usually took place 3 to 6 months after the birth. However, sometimes, 
a number of children may be baptised at the same time. This did not mean that they were twins or triplets. This appears to have 
happened in the case of the three children, Alex, Elis and Adam baptised in 1842. The records show that the family was living in 
Lisbellanagroagh by 1842. It does not specify whether it was Lisbellanagroagh More or Beg. Furthermore we do not know exactly 
where they lived within Drumnagee and Lisbellanagroagh.. It is tempting to assume that they lived in the same places as Robert 
and Molly lived in 1859/60, but we can never be sure. It is also possible that between 1834 and 1842 John and his family could 
have been living somewhere else away from the Drumnagee/Lisbellanagroagh area. This might explain the baptisms of the three 
children on the same date in 1842 when they returned to Lisbellanagroagh. But that is pure speculation on my part. Incidentally I 
was also able to obtain baptismal entries for John Dunlop of Craignamaddy. I have not included them here. They were very useful 
when I was trying to separate out the various Johns. This particular John, and his entire family, emigrated to America c.1865. 

 

Where, exactly, did Robert and Molly live? 

The map on the next page shows the location of Robert’s house in Drumnagee in 1861 and it also shows the location of his house 
in the adjoining townland of Lisbellanagroagh More in 1859.  Robert’s marriage certificate of 1856 suggested that he may have 
been living in Lisbellanagroagh at that time.  

The image on the next page is a copy of a page from the c.1860 Griffith’s Printed Valuation. It shows that a Robert Dunlop 
occupied a house and forge valued at 15shillings [75 pence in modern-day money] on a plot of land identified as 14A. The house 
and forge together are identified by the letter “c” and are rented from an Archibald Black who is a farmer and he rents his house 
and land from William Traill who probably owned the townland.  

There are a number of other houses on Archibald Black’s land that are rented to other persons. These houses rented from farmers 
are generally known as cottier houses. Cottiers had no security of tenure and could be evicted at any time, particularly if they ran 
into bad times and could not pay the rent. Being a blacksmith, Robert would probably have been more assured of an income. 

If you are having difficulty reading the valuation page there is larger version on the main webpage. 
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The evidence [shown below] from the manuscript field books of the valuers who initially visited each townland within the parish 
of Ballintoy in 1859 indicates that the house which Robert occupied in Drumnagee in 1861 was vacant in 1859 and there was no 
forge. The forge was only added when Robert arrived in Drumnagee.  Note that his neighbour Robert Kilpatrick appeared to have 
arrived around the same time.  

 

The page from the valuer’s manuscript field book for Lisbellanagroagh More [shown below] indicates that, at the time of the 
initial valuation of the townland in 1859, Robert Dunlop was renting a house, forge and small garden marked b, on the plot of land 
marked 5A, in the townland of Lisbellanagroagh More. His immediate lessor or landlord was Daniel Todd. Note that a John Todd 
was a witness at Robert’s wedding. By the time of the valuer’s next visit Robert had gone, along with his forge, and his house was 
now occupied by a Jessie Wallace.  
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This printed page is later than the manuscript page and lists Jessie Wallace in house 5Ab. 
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Evidence from church records suggests that the family moved to Drumnagee sometime during 1859. The baptismal register of 
Croaghmore Presbyterian Church shows that Robert’s first son, Robert, was baptised on 22nd January 1858 and the address was 
given as Lisbellanagroagh. The next child, Margret Jane, was baptised on 22nd November 1859 and the address was given as 
Drumnagee. As the map on page 5 shows [plus the photos below] the family made their way from the bend on the hill of the 
modern-day Moycraig Road [where their house was located] down to the junction with the modern-day Drumnagee Road at the 
Coves, turned right and walked along the Drumnagee Road for a couple of hundred yards, or so, until they came to what is known 
today as “Tin Row” [because of the corrugated iron roofs added in the twentieth century]. All of the houses in this area would 
have been thatched in the nineteenth century. 
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The children of Robert & Molly Dunlop 

Apart from the first child, Robert and the last child Adam the baptismal record shows that their children were born in Drumnagee. 
The Croaghmore baptismal register lists eight children and the details are shown in the table below. 

Date of Birth Date of Baptism Forename of 
Child 

Name of Father Name of Mother Address Notes 

Not given. 22nd January 
1858 

Robert Robert Dunlop Molly McAfee Lisbellanagroagh Croaghmore 
Presbyterian Church 
[Rev. W. Ritchie] 

Not given. 22nd November 
1859 

Margret Jane Robert Dunlop Molly McAfee Drumnagee Croaghmore 
Presbyterian Church 
[Rev. W. Ritchie] 

23rd January 
1862 

18th June 1862 Samuel Robert Dunlop Molly McAfee Drumnagee Croaghmore 
Presbyterian Church 
[Rev. W. Ritchie] 

24th April 1864 12th July 1864 Alexander Robert Dunlop Molly McAfee Drumnagee Croaghmore 
Presbyterian Church 
[Rev. W. Ritchie] 

7th May 1866 25th January 1867 Molly Robert Dunlop Molly McAfee Drumnagee Croaghmore 
Presbyterian Church 
[Rev. W. Ritchie] 

26 September 
1868 

17th February 
1869 

Daniel Robert Dunlop Molly McAfee Drumnagee Croaghmore 
Presbyterian Church 
[Rev. W. Ritchie] 

14th January 
1875 

16th April 1875 Matilda Robert Dunlop Molly McAfee Drumnagee Croaghmore 
Presbyterian Church 
[Rev. W. Ritchie] 

13th February 
1878 

18th April 1878 Adam Robert Dunlop Molly McAfee Lisbellanagroagh Croaghmore 
Presbyterian Church 
[Rev. W. Ritchie] 

 
Birth intervals in the nineteenth century were, on average, two years. The interval of just over six years between 1868 and 1875 
suggests a child may have born between Daniel and Matilda. The absence of a baptism suggests that the child may have died at, or 
soon after, birth. I carried out a variety of birth and death searches for a Dunlop child between 1871 and 1873 on the LDS 
[Mormon] familysearch.org website and, in the end, I found indexes to the births of all the above children born between 1864 
[when compulsory civil registration of births began] and 1878. The searches revealed that there were in fact two Dunlop children 
born in 1872 [not twins]. Both of them died and Daniel, who was born in 1868, died in 1878. Below I have included screenshots 
of some of the searches.  If you are unable to read the detail in the screenshots you can do the searches yourself on the 
familysearch.org website. 

The present day descendants of Robert and Molly were not aware of Daniel who was born in 1868. A search for his death 
produced this result. I have seen the actual death certificate for this entry [see later] and it is Daniel. 

 

During the search for Daniel’s death I found two more Dunlop children. These are shown on the next page. Initially I was not 
even sure that these were Robert and Molly’s children. We already know that these children were never baptised and the fact that 
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they were registered without a forename suggests that they must have died shortly after birth. At first I thought they were twins. 
Then I saw that their deaths were registered in two different volumes – one in Vol. 1, page 81 and one in Vol. 16, page 62.  

 

I also searched for the registration of their births [results shown below] and again the volume and page numbers are different. So, 
they cannot be twins. 
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Were they the children of different parents? Clearly I needed to know the names of the parents which would normally mean 
seeing the actual birth certificates. I then remembered that the Mormons had microfilmed the actual certificates in the Irish birth 
registers covering the period 1864 to the first quarter of 1881. An index to these certificates is included within the Ireland, Births 
and Baptisms, 1620-1881. This index includes the names of the parents. So, I carried out a search for the children of Robert 
Dunlop and his wife Molly. Note that I did not specify any dates in the search.  

This search found Alexander [born 1864], Molly [born 1866], Daniel [born 1868], the two unnamed children who were born and 
died in 1872, Matilda [born 1875] and Adam [born 1878]. Clicking on the right-hand arrows of the two unnamed children 
produced the information shown below. 

 

Clearly these are two separate children born in the same year to Robert and Molly – one was born in February of 1872 and the 
other in December. We now know that the couple had a total of ten children. During a visit to the GRO in Belfast I obtained the 
information for the three children who died between 1872 and 1878. 
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The table below shows all of Robert & Molly’s children and there is also a column which gives some information on their 
marriages and emigration. 

 

Date of Birth Date of 
Baptism 

Forename 
of Child 

Name of 
Father 

Name of 
Mother 

Where born Notes 

Not given. 22nd January 
1858 

Robert Robert 
Dunlop 

Molly 
McAfee 

Lisbellanagroagh Emigrated to New Zealand via 
Australia with his brother Samuel. 
Arrived in New Zealand c.1887. 

Not given. 22nd 
November 
1859 

Margret 
Jane 

Robert 
Dunlop 

Molly 
McAfee 

Drumnagee Married James McFaul of Carnkirk 
and went to live in Scotland c.1882. 

23rd January 
1862 

18th June 
1862 

Samuel Robert 
Dunlop 

Molly 
McAfee 

Drumnagee Emigrated to New Zealand via 
Australia with his brother Robert. 
Arrived in New Zealand c.1887. 
Met and married Ellen Rogers 
[originally from Drumnagee] in 
New Zealand.  

24th April 
1864 

12th July 
1864 

Alexander Robert 
Dunlop 

Molly 
McAfee 

Drumnagee Married Catherine Gault of 
Dunseverick and went to live in 
Scotland some time in the 1880s.  
Catherine died in 1928 in Govan, 
Glasgow. Although I could not find 
a record of his death, I’m assuming 
that Alexander died in Scotland 
after 1928. 

7th May 1866 25th January 
1867 

Molly Robert 
Dunlop 

Molly 
McAfee 

Drumnagee Married William McFaul of 
Carnkirk. Went to live in Scotland. 
Emigrated to New Zealand with her 
family some time after her husband 
died in 1919. She died in 1932 in 
Dunedin. 

26 September 
1868 

17th February 
1869 

Daniel Robert 
Dunlop 

Molly 
McAfee 

Drumnagee Died in 1878 from meninigitis. 
Place of death given as 
Lisbellanagroagh. 

12th February 
1872 

 Not named 
[Male] 

Robert 
Dunlop 

Molly 
McAfee 

Drumnagee Born prematurely – only lived 
seven hours. 

12th 
December 
1872 

 Not named 
[Male] 

Robert 
Dunlop 

Molly 
McAfee 

Drumnagee Born prematurely – only lived two 
hours. 

14th January 
1875 

16th April 
1875 

Matilda Robert 
Dunlop 

Molly 
McAfee 

Drumnagee Emigrated to New Zealand probably 
after her mother died in 1894. In 
1896 she was living with her 
brother Robert in Tapanui. Married 
and lived in Dunedin and died there 
in 1952. 

13th February 
1878 

18th April 
1878 

Adam Robert 
Dunlop 

Molly 
McAfee 

Lisbellanagroagh Emigrated to New Zealand in 1894 
after the death of his mother. Lived 
at Westport in the South Island of 
New Zealand. 
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Using the Griffith’s Revision Books 

Copies of pages from the Griffith’s Revision Books covering the years 1864 to 1929 should allow us to track the family during the 
latter part of the nineteenth century. A search of the PRONI eCatalogue for these books produced the results shown below. 

 

 

 

Page 19 
from the 
6A Book 

Page 22 
from the 
6C Book 

These books 
are now 
online. 
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According to the evidence of page 19 of the 6A book [covering the period 1864-1881] and page 20 of the 6B book [covering the 
period 1881-1897] Robert Dunlop continued to live in the same house, in the same location in Drumnagee. Page 22 of the 6C 
book [covering the period 1897-1908] shows that Robert Dunlop’s name was crossed out by 1901. In fact, apart from the house of 
Saml. McIntyre, all of the cottier houses had been converted to offices [i.e. outbuildings] by 1901. This is consistent with the 
Dunlop family not appearing in the 1901 Census.  

All of this seems straightforward enough but there appear to be some discrepancies with the baptismal and marriage records. 
Margret Jane gives her address as Lisbellanagroagh when she marries James McFaul in 1882. Of course, she may have been a 
live-in servant in Lisbellanagroagh. Lisbellanagroagh also turns up in the baptismal record of Adam, the last child of Robert and 
Molly born in 1878.  Then again, Molly Dunlop, who married William McFaull in 1890 gave her address as Drumnagee. I have 
checked the Griffith’s Revisions for both Lisbellanagroagh More and Beg during this period but there is no evidence of Robert 
Dunlop living in either townland during this period. 

Date of 
Marriage 

Bride & 
Groom 

Age Marital 
Status 

Occupation Address Where  Father Occupation Witnesses 

6th January 
1882 

James 
McFaul 

Full 
Age 

Bachelor Labourer Carnkirk Croaghmore 
Presbyterian 
Church 

John 
McFaull 

Farmer Alexander 
Kerr 

6th January 
1882 

Margret 
Jane 
Dunlop 

Full 
Age 

Spinster  Lisbellanagroagh Croaghmore 
Presbyterian 
Church 

Robert 
Dunlop 

Blacksmith Jane Todd 

6th January 
1885 

Alexander 
Dunlop 

20 Bachelor Labourer Glasgow Bushmills 
Presbyterian 
Church 

Robert 
Dunlop 

Blacksmith Robert 
Dunlop 

6th January 
1885 

Catherine 
Gault 

19 Spinster  Dunseverick Bushmills 
Presbyterian 
Church 

William 
Gault 

Labourer Mary Jane 
McDowell 

22nd July 
1890 

William 
McFaull 

Full 
Age 

Bachelor Farmer Carnkirk Croaghmore 
Presbyterian 
Church 

John 
McFaull 

Farmer James 
McFaull 

22nd July 
1890 

Molly 
Dunlop 

Full 
Age 

Spinster  Drumnagee Croaghmore 
Presbyterian 
Church 

Robert 
Dunlop 

Blacksmith Margret 
Jane 
McFaull 

 

Date of Birth Date of Baptism Forename of 
Child 

Name of Father Name of Mother Address Notes 

7th January 
1886 

4th March 1886 Robert Alexander Dunlop Catherine Gault Glasgow Croaghmore 
Presbyterian Church 
[Rev. W. Ritchie] 

21st February 
1888 

2nd April 1888 William James Alexander Dunlop Catherine Gault Ballywillin Croaghmore 
Presbyterian Church 
[Rev. W. Ritchie] 

 
Wherever Robert and Molly were living with their family in the latter years of the nineteenth century, their sons and daughters 
were moving out either to Scotland or further afield to Australia and New Zealand – see table on page 11 for details. 

What became of Robert and Molly? Until fairly recently I was unable to give a definite answer to this question. Initially I searched  
the Mormon website familysearch.org. for the deaths of Molly and Robert. I was not able to find the death of a Molly Dunlop in 
the Ireland, Civil Registration Indexes. I did, however, find a Mary Dunlop whose death was registered in Ballycastle in 1894 – 
see next page. Originally, the forename Molly was a diminutive of Mary. Later Molly became a name in its own right. Usually the 
forename used on death certificates was the name that a person was christened. At the time I had no record of Molly’s birth or 
baptism and I was not convinced then that it was Molly. However, when I saw the information below in GRO, Belfast, I was 
convinced. Clearly Robert was still alive on the 17th January 1894.  
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I was unable to find any evidence of Robert’s death in the Civil Registers. A marriage notice for Robert Dunlop [Robert & 
Molly’s eldest son] in the Auckland Star, Volume XXXII, Issue 131, 4 June 1901, p. 8 refers to the groom as the eldest son of the 
late Robert Dunlop, of County Antrim, Ireland. This is clear evidence that Robert was dead by 1901. But, I st.ill do not know the 
exact date of his death. 

Early 1800s  

The 1803 Census for Ballintoy compiled by the Rev. Robert Traill provides some circumstantial evidence on the possible early 
life of John Dunlop, Robert’s father. I think that the John Dunlop listed as the son of Danl. and Betty Dunlop may be Robert’s 
father. I also think that the John Dunlop who is listed as the son of Alexander Dunlop and Jane M’Duffie may be the father of 
John Dunlop of Craignamaddy.  

Local 
Placename 

Townland House 
No.  

Forenam
e 

Surname 
[as spelt in 
document] 

Surname 
[Standardised
] 

Relationship 
to Head of 
Family 

Religion Occupation Notes Page 

Straid Croagh 
More 

25 Alexr. Dunlop Dunlop Head of 
Family 

Dissenter  Wife, 
Jane 
McAfee. 

59 

Straid Croagh 
More 

25 Jane M'Duffie McAfee Wife Dissenter  Husband, 
Alexr. 
Dunlop. 

59 

Straid Croagh 
More 

25 John Dunlop Dunlop Son Dissenter   59 

Straid Croagh 
More 

25 Betty Dunlop Dunlop Sister Dissenter  Wife of 
Danl. 
Dunlop. 

59 

Straid Croagh 
More 

25 John Dunlop Dunlop Nephew Dissenter  Listed as 
son of 
Danl. & 
Betty 
Dunlop. 

59 

Straid Croagh 
More 

26 Peggy M'Mullan McMullan Head of 
Family 

Dissenter   59 

Straid Croagh 
More 

26 Betty Dunlop Dunlop [?] Dissenter   59 
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Molly McAfee’s Family in Drumnagessan 

 

 

The McAfees [or the McDuffies/McDuffees) as they were known in earlier times] lived in the townland of Drumnagessan which 
was adjacent to the townlands of Drumnagee and Lisbellanagroagh More where the Dunlops lived. 
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Molly was the daughter of Samuel McAfee of Drumnagessan. At the time of her marriage to Robert Dunlop in 1856 she appears 
to have been living with her father in Coolnagor. Coolnagor was a local placename for a group of houses situated in the southern 
part of  Drumnagessan. The 1859 manuscript valuer’s fieldbook shows Samuel still living there in 1859 but the 1861 printed 
version of the valuation shows that he had moved to Goukstown, another local placename for a group of houses in Drumnagessan. 
I cannot find any record of Samuel’s marriage or the baptisms of any of his children so we do not know the maiden name of 
Molly’s mother. The 1803 census [see below] provides the names of her grandfather and grandmother. Below is a map showing 
the locations of the two McAfee houses and a couple of photos which give an idea of where the Coolnagor house was. 

 

 

These photographs give some idea of where the McAfees lived in Coolnagor.  

  

 

I am fairly sure that Samuel of Coolnagor [1859] was the son of Danl. McDuffie [deceased] and Mary McIlroy who were listed in 
the 1803 Census of Ballintoy compiled by the Rev. Robert Traill – see next page. 
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Townland House 
No.  

Forename Surname 
[as spelt in 
document] 

Surname 
[Standardised] 

Relationship 
to Head of 
Family 

Religion Notes Page 

Drumnagessan 10 Danl. M'Duffie McAfee Head of 
Family [Dead] 

Ch.of 
Ireland 

Widow, Mary 
McIlroy. 

39 

Drumnagessan 10 Mary M'Ilroy McIlroy Widow Ch.of 
Ireland 

Husband [deceased], 
Danl. McAfee. 

39 

Drumnagessan 10 Saml. M'Duffie McAfee Son Ch.of 
Ireland 

 39 

Drumnagessan 10 Dennis M'Duffie McAfee Son Ch.of 
Ireland 

 39 

Drumnagessan 10 Anaple M'Duffie McAfee Daughter Ch.of 
Ireland 

 39 

Drumnagessan 10 Nancy M'Duffie McAfee Daughter Ch.of 
Ireland 

 39 

 
The 1824 Tithe Applotment Book lists a Dennis McDuffee and a Samuel McDuffe as landholders in Drumnagessan. Again I am 
fairly certain that this is Samuel of Coolnagor [1859]. There was also a Dennis listed in the 1803 Census and he was probably the 
same Dennis as the Dennis listed in the 1824 Tithe Book. I suspect Samuel and Dennis were related but I have no evidence as to 
the nature of that relationship. I do know, however, that a Dennis was the father of the Robert and the James McAfee listed in the 
Griffith’s Valuation of 1861. Note, however, that neither Robert nor James were listed in the 1803 Census. James was married 
three times in 1853, 1865 and 1873. In 1865 he gave his age as 48 which suggests a birth date of 1817. I have no age for Robert 
but I am certain that he was older than James. 

By the 1860s Robert and James appear to have taken over all of the McAfee holdings in Drumnagessan. In fact they have added 
new plots of land to their holdings. During this period Samuel, who would be much older than the sons of Dennis, appears to have 
“sold” his interest in the McAfee holdings and become a cottier. Interestingly one of his sons, Daniel, refers to him as a labourer 
on his marriage certificate whereas another son, Robert, refers to him as a farmer – see table below. 

Marriages of two of Molly Dunlop’s [nee McAfee] brothers 

Date of 
Marriage 

Bride & 
Groom 

Age Marital 
Status 

Occupation Address Where  Father Occupation Witnesses 

21st January 
1870 

Daniel 
McAfee 

Full 
Age 

Bachelor Labourer Moycraig Croaghmore 
Presbyterian 
Church 

Samuel 
McAfee 

Labourer Robert 
Dunlop 

21st January 
1870 

Rosetta 
Patton 

Full 
Age 

Spinster  Moycraig Croaghmore 
Presbyterian 
Church 

John Patton Labourer Margaret 
Patten 

11th July 
1877 

Robert 
McAfee 

Full 
Age 

Bachelor Labourer Drumnagessan Ballintoy 
Church of 
Ireland 

Samuel 
McAfee 

Farmer John Logan 

11th July 
1877 

Isabella 
Logan 

Full 
Age 

Spinster  Lemnagh Ballintoy 
Church of 
Ireland 

John Logan Farmer Catherine 
Callaghan 

 
Baptisms of children of Daniel McAfee and Rose Patton 

Date of Birth Date of Baptism Forename of 
Child 

Name of Father Name of Mother Address Notes 

? January 1870 28th February 
1870 

Samuel Daniel McAfee Rose Patton Coolnagor Croaghmore Presbyterian 
Church [Rev. W. Ritchie] 

3rd August 1874 15th December 
1874 

Martha Daniel McAfee Rosetta Patton Drumnagessan Croaghmore Presbyterian 
Church [Rev. W. Ritchie] 

2nd February 
1877 

2nd June 1877 John Daniel McAfee Rosetta Patton Drumnagessan Croaghmore Presbyterian 
Church [Rev. W. Ritchie] 

 
I would like to thank the descendants of Robert and Molly Dunlop who generously shared their research findings with me. I hope 
we have been successful in “bringing to life” a family that disappeared from the locality more than a hundred years ago but whose 
descendants are prospering in New Zealand, Scotland and, possibly, in other parts of the world. 

W. Macafee 
3rd October 2013. 


